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AIDA FARRAG GRAFF 

To A Bosnian Mother 

Hot dry tears.. . 
The hackneyed phrase of anguish. 
A daughter's screams 
That echo in the chambers of a mother's 

ears. 
A ball of fire rocking back and forth 
Between the cradle of her breasts. 
Her crime, a crescent smile 
That draws the ghouls out from the hills. 

The hills that pound, pound, pound, 
While statesmen fumble, hem and haw, 
Around the niceties of law. 
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l ~ t h n i c  cleansing in the context of 
Bosnia is defined as the practice of 
targeting other religious and ethnic 
groups, in this case, Croats and Mus- 
lims, for persecution, killing, expul- 
sion and imprisonment in order to 
rid parts of Bosnia of non-Serb 

6Y~z::uIted with Dr. Fersada 
Bajramovic, president of the Bosnia- 
Henegovina Medical Relief Fund. 
and with Amina Adams and Selma 
Serhatbegovic from the Bosnia- 
Henegovina Information Centre. 
30f the eight women in Ottawa, six 
agreed to participate in the focus 
group. Two other women from the 
community ~artici~ated as transla- 
tors and interpreters during the ses- 
sion. 
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tawa-Carleton, Kanata Community 
Centre, Family Service Centre, Im- 
migrant and Visible Minority 
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Women, Canadian Council of Mus- 
lim Women, Women's Urgent Ac- 
tion, Women Living Under Muslim 
km, ChangingTogether Immigrant 
Women's Centre, Settlement Branch 
of Immigration Department and the 
UNHCR. American contacts include: 
Women's Commission on Refugee 
Women and Children, International 
Rescue Committee, King County 
Sexual Assault Resource Centre, Refu- 
gee Policy Group and MS Magazine. 
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