
Grootairt, eds. Undrrstanding the Social Efeca of Policy 
Refirms, a World Bank Study. New York: The World 
Bank, 1993. 

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
(CESCR) Report on the Third Session, Doc. UN E\ 1992\23 
pp.121-127 (1992). 

Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimi- 
nation Against Women (CEDAW). No. 1249, United 
Nations Treaty Series, 13: 1981. 

International Labour Organization (ILO). Oflcial Bulk- 
tin. Vol. mr Serial A. Special No. 4. 

Meron, T .  "On a Hierarchy of International Human 
Rights." Amrrican]ournalofln~tionalLaw80 (1986): 
1-23. 

Join the celebration! 
off our backs is 25 years old 

off our backs is America's foremost and 
longest running feminist news journal. To 
make sure you don't miss this very special 
year, take out a subscription (or two) and 
help us make the next 25 years even more 
momentous for women. A sub to oob is two 
thumbs down to Newt! 

oob, 2337B 18th St NW, Wash. DC 20009 

Subscription $21 
Birthday Present Sub $30 

* DC residents: add $1.22 sales tax * 
Canada, Mexico US $22 on US bank 

* Free for prisoners * 

LYN LIFSHIN 

My Sister Says Doesn't Evetyone 
Waste Their Life? 

as Mother shrivels, as her 
kingdom reaches only to the 
night stand, to arranging the 
way her slippers point. "So 

full of the joy of life," 
someone wrote in her college 
yearbook, maybe why she named 
her second child Joy. Maybe 

she felt it slipping from 
her. My sister, blonde, 
the pretty one with 
boys giving her roses 

and watches now sinks 
back into her shell like 
the turtles she cages, 
covers windows to keep 

out light. She reminds me 
of our mother, sitting 
in darkness with a 
cigarette, waiting for 

my call, expecting the 
worst. My sister and I 
chose to have cats 
instead of children. 

We feared becoming 
what we clawed at and 
bit to move away from, 
as if we could help 

keep genes hostage, 
howling at each other 
like animals caught in 
traps they'd gnaw 
their own legs off to escape 

Lyn Lifshin lives in Washington, D. c, U.S.A. 
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