Ten years ago, this journal raised the issues of women’s
situation and women’s rights internationally and brought
these concerns to the Nairobi conference. Ten years later,
weare meeting again, this time in Beijing, and CWS/gfwill
be there.

The articles in this issue are a testimony to the difficul-
ties women face. Globally, women’s rights have not been
recognised as human rightsand the emergence of the “new
world order” has allowed for increased feminization of
poverty and the victimization of women. The first section
of the journal emphasizes that the collusion of national
governments with transnational conglomerates and of
nationalist movements with right-wing religiosity is accel-
erating the scope of women’s disenfranchisment as never
before. Thearticles in the second section demonstrate that
cross-culturally the violation of women begins in the
uterus and continues to old age. This is a violation which
isintensified by foreign occupation, civil war, militarization,
and colonization.

But we are also observing changes that are more positive
as the dynamics of the North-South dialogue in the third
section shows. ASEAN women were the catalyst for this
Canadian publication, as they have been the catalyst for
change in their own countries, at the grass-root and at the
national level. Finally, “Women’s Voices” shows us how
women from around the world construct, define, and
struggle for their rights; rights that include must educa-
tion, self-determination, and freedom of choice.

Since 1985, women have learned valuable lessaons from
each other cross-culturally. We have now reached the
point where we know that we must support each other for
the survival of the globe. We must continue learning how
to exchange our experiences on a more equal basis if we are
to succeed in counteracting the reactionary forces world-
wide.

As we send this issue of CW5/cf to Beijing, we think of
those women whose voices are still silent and are not
represented here. For their rights, our struggle must
continue.

Agnés Callamard, Madeleine
Gilchrist, Aida Farrag Graff;
M. Ann Phillips, Shelagh Wilkinson

— Editorial em————_—_———

Iy a dix ans, le journal se penchait sur la situation et les
droits des femmes au niveau international. C'est avec ces
questions en téte et dans le coeur que nous avons participé
3 la Conférence de Nairobi. Dix ans plus tard, on se
rencontre A nouveau, cette fois  Bei-jing. CW3/cfsera 2.

Les articles de ce numéro sont une attestation des
difficultés auxquelles les femmes font face. Globalement,
les droits des femmes ne sont pas reconnus comme droits
humains etI'émergence du «nouvel ordre mondial» donne
lieu 3 un accroissement de la pauvreté des femmes et des
actes de violence commis contre elles. Plus que jamais
auparavant, les femmes sont privées de leurs droits de
représentation; la complicité des gouvernements nationaux
et des conglomérats transnationaux, en plus de celle des
mouvements nationalistes et des religiosités de droite fait
P'objet de la premigre section de ce numéro. Les articles qui
composent la deuxi¢me section du journal démontrent
qu’a travers les cultures, la violation des femmes
commencent dans 'utérus et continue jusqu’a la vieillesse.
Cette violation est accentuée par I'occupation étrangire,
les guerres civiles, la militarisation et la colonisation.

Dans la troisiéme section, toutefois, nous observons des
changements positifs qui attestent du dynamisme du
dialogue quialieu entrele Nord et le Sud. En plus dejouer
un réle catalytique dans cette publication canadienne, les
femmes de I’Association des Nations de I'Asie du Sud-Est
jouent également un réle de premiére importance dans les
changements qui s’operent dans leurs pays et ce aux
niveaux national et populaire. Finalement, les «voix de
femmes» qui se font entendre nous montrent comment les
femmes du monde entier construisent et définissent leurs
droits et comment elles luttent pour ceux-1a. Ces droits
vont de I'éducation indispensable A I’auto-détermination
jusqu’a la liberté de choix.

Depuis 1985, de précieuses legons se dégagent de
Péchange culturel qui se produit entre les femmes. Nous
savons maintenant que pour la survie du globe nous
devons absolument nous soutenir les unes les autres, Nous
devons continuer A apprendre A partager nos expériences
sur une base plus égalitaire si nous voulons neutraliser les
forces réactionnaires mondiales.

En envoyant ce numéro de CW3/cf 2 Bei-jing, nos
pensées vont A toutes les femmes qui sont réduites au
silence et qui ne sont pas représentées ici. Pour leurs droits,
notre lutte doit continuer.

ASEAN Board: Shanthi Dairiam, Jeanne Frances I. Illo, Aileen Kwa,
Pensri Phijaisanit, Saparinah Sadli
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Submission Guidelines

CWS/cf encourages unsolicited manuscripts.
Because each issue of the journal is devoted to a
specific theme, we refer our potential contribu-
tors to our listing of proposed issues for the
forthcoming year which we publish in each
issue. Please write for a copy of our style sheet.
In general, articles should be typed and double-
spaced, with notes (kept to 2 minimum) follow-
ing the article; please send two copies of your
submission, along with a brief biographical note
(20 - 50 words) and abstract (50 words) of your
article. If you want your manuscript returned
after our editorial board has reviewed it, include
a stamped, self-addressed 9" by 12" envelope.
Articles are refereed through a blind review
process. We give preference to articles of 10

or graphics to accompany your work.

CWS/cf reserves the right to edit manu-
scripts with respect to length and in con-
formity with our editorial guidelines; any
substantive changes will be made only after
consultation with the author.

If your submission has been set on a word
processor, please send a copy of your disk
along with a printout of your manuscript.

In order to encourage use of the material
published, CWS/cf has granted electronic
rights to Micromedia Ltd. soley for use in
schools. Any royalties received will be used
by CWS/cf to assist the publication in
disseminating its message.
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