The last decade has seen women’s increasing insistence on
their right to spiritual expression on their own terms: the
burgeoning of feminist Goddess worshipping groups, the
development of feminist theology, and heroic attempts by
women inside male-dominated religions to make them
aware of, and friendly to, women’s experience. The final
years of the twentieth century constitute one of the very
few periods in which an individual woman has been able
to choose for herself how to express herself spiritually.

In 1983, when cws/cf published “Religion” (5.2), the
editorial recognized that the issue was “caught ... between
too much about Christianity and not enough about other
religions in Canada.” That problem seems to us to have
been inevitable, given the topic of the 1983 issue—
“Religion.” Not only does this issue’s topic “Female
Spirituality” point to a completely different emphasis, but
also our section headings reflect that emphasis—*“Re-
claiming,” “Empowering,” “Journeying,” and “Celebrat-
ing.” These headings were all but dictated by the natural
groupings of the submissions we received, and they sum-
marize the areas of spirituality in which women today are
interested.

Many of the articles in this issue were selected from
academic papers presented as part of an inspiring gather-
ing which took place at York University in eatly March of
1996. “Female Spirituality: A Celebration of Worship-
pers, Goddesses, Priestesses, and Female Saints” was or-
ganized by York’s Centre for Feminist Research and drew
some men and over two hundred women. They enthusi-
astically attended the morning academic sessions, which
were sponsored by the Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council of Canada, and, in the afternoons, filled
up community-generated workshops on many and di-
verse subjects.

Itis not surprising, then, that the call for submissions 1o
cws/cf s issue on “Female Spirituality” had an overwhelm-
ing response, and it was a daunting but rewarding task to
choose from among the many wonderful contributions.
This issue aims to present the enormous variety of wom-
en’s experience of spirituality and the different meanings
ithas for different women. It also tries to demonstrate how
women are working to break down the barriers to wom-
en’s full expression of their spirituality. Pulling this issue
together amply showed us that, far from diminishing, the
female spirituality movement is growing apace. We hope
* that this collection of articles will contribute not only to
documenting that growth, but also to strengthening and
promoting it.

Les dix derniéres années sont une période caractérisée parla prise
de pouvoir des femmes au niveau spirituel. Le culte des déesses
féministes est en pleine expansion, on assiste au développement
d’une théologie féministe et les femmes qui oeuvrenta I'intérieur
des religions dominées par les hommes commencent A prendre
la parole pour faire connaitre et valoriserI'expérience des femmes.
Ces dernitres années du vingtitme sidcle constituent I'une des
rares périodes de Ihistoire ol une femme peut faire son propre
choix en ce qui concerne P'expression de sa spiritualité.

En 1983, lors de la publication du numéro «Religion» (5, 2)
de cws/cf, les membres du comité reconnaissaient que ce numéro
«mettait trop d’emphase sur le christianisme au détriment des
autres religions qui existent au Canada». Etant donnéle choix du
théme «Religion», nous comprenons maintenant qu'il éuait
presque impossible de ne pas tomber dans cette impasse. Non
seulement le théme du présent numéro «Female Spirituality»
(Spriritualité des femmes) suggere une toute autre direction mais
les sous-thémes des différentes sections mertent I’emphase sur
«l’appropriation».

La prise de pouvoir (Empowering), le cheminement person-
nel (Journeying) et les célébrations (Celebration) sont tous des
sous-thémes qui découlent naturellement des articles qui nous
ont été soumis et qui résument également les grandes lignes de
I'expression de la spiritualité des femmes d’aujourd’hui.

Beaucoup des atticles de ce numéro proviennent de la
conférence sur la spiritualité tenue 4 I'Université York au début
du mois de mars 1996. Cette conférence intitulée «Female
Spirituality : A Celebration of Worshippers, Goddesses, Priest-
esses;, and Female Saints» (La spiritualité des femmes : une
célébration des croyantes, des déesses, des prétresses et des
saintes» était organisée par le Centre de recherche féministe de
I'Université York. Quelques hommes et plus de deux cent
femmes ont assistés avec enthousiasme aux sessions théoriques
commanditées par le Conseil canadien de recherche en sciences
sociales er en sciences humaines ainsi qu’aux ateliers
communautaires tenus sur une multitude de sujets.

Il n’est donc pas surprenant que la demande d’articles pour de
numéro de cws/cfsur la spiritualité des femmes ait suscité un si
grand intérét. Lasélection des articles n’a pas été facile vu le grand
nombre de soumissions mais I'expérience de choisir parmi tant
d’articles tout aussi intéressants les uns que les autres s'est avérée
extraordinaire. Ce numéro tente de démontrer que 'expression
spirituelle des femmes prend un nombre incalculable de formes
et que ces formes d’expression changent de signification selon
chaque femme. Ce numéro tente également de démontrer les
efforts et le travail des femmes vers I'expression entitre de leur
spiritualité. La mise en oeuvre de ce numéro nous a permise de
réaliser que loin des’affaiblir, le mouvement spirituel des femmes
est en plein essor. Nous espérons que cette collection d’articles
fera plus que documenter ce mouvement mais bien qu'elle
servira i le consolider et 2 le promouvoir.

Lucie Marie-Mai DuFresne, Marilyn Johnson, Jordan Paper, Johanna H. Stuckey,
Milana Todoroff, Lois M. Wilson
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Submission Guidelines

cws/cf encourages unsolicited manuscripts.
Because each issue of the journal is devoted to a
specific theme, we refer our potential contribu-
tors to our listing of proposed issues for the
forthcoming year which we publish in each
issue. Please write for a copy of our style sheet.
In general, articles should be typed and double-
spaced, with notes (kept to a minimum) follow-
ing the article; please send two copies of your
submission, along with a brief biographical note
(20 - 50 words) and abstract (50 words) of your
article. If you want your manuscript returned
after our editorial board has reviewed it, include
a stamped, self-addressed 9" by 12" envelope.
Articles are refereed through a blind review
process. We give preference to articles of 10
pages (2500 words) which are previously un-
published. If possible, submit photographsand/

or graphics to accompany your work.

cws/cf reserves the right to edit manu-
scripts with respect to length and in con-
formity with our editorial guidelines; any
substantive changes will be made only after
consultation with the author.

If your submission has been set on a word
processor, please send a copy of your disk
along with a printout of your manuscript.

In order to encourage use of the material
published, cws/cf has granted electronic
rights to Micromedia Ltd. for educational
purposes. Any royalties received will be
used by cws/cf to assist the publication in
disseminating its message.
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