
contradictions can lead to an erasure 
of new (to many in the west) frame- 
works for thinking about sexuality, 
gender, and the self. As she elabo- 
rates, 

The West's global intellectual 
hegemony leads us to suppose 
that everyone everywhere un- 
derstands exactly what we mean 
by the sexual categories that iden- 
tify homoerotic behaviour, as evi- 
denced by the number of books 
and articles which attempt to 
discuss "homosexuality" on an 
international level, and in doing 
so, subsume all homoerotic ac- 
tivities under one rubric. This 
tendency renders different no- 
tions of same-sex activities invis- 
ible. However, it is important to 
recognize that it is not merely a 
difference in words that we are 
discussing, nor is it just particu- 
lar meanings of corresponding 
terms. It is a distinctive concep- 
tualization, different in theory 
as well as in substance, and thus 
could be said to refer to a differ- 
ent reality.. . . Not only do such 
sexual categories exclude the ex- 
periences of men and women of 
the "Third World," but the terms 
seem to be insufficient to cap- 
ture the myriad differences in 
sexual expression. (Khayatt 10- 

11) 

While educational strategies may in- 
clude the language of "identity" they 
must, at the same time, extend an 
invitation to examine the problems 
inherent in this process. For it is only 
through making the messy contra- 
dictions of our various histories and 
locations visible, that we will have 
constructed apedagogy that does jus- 
tice to any of our sexualities. 

If sexual categories are both inevi- 
table, and inevitably troubling, I 
would argue that we must wear these 
notions of "identity" lightly, so they 
do not contain us, or contain the 
work of understanding desire. To  do 
this we must not erase the profound 
differences and contradictions found 
in historical texts, or in educational 

contexts, but instead mine them. For References 
it is only in so doing that our peda- 
gogy can re-construct the passions 
which have made up both our move- 
ments and our lives. 

A version of this article will appear in 
"Safefy 0ut :A CollrlborativeApproach 
to Challenging Homophobia in the Edu- 
cational System, "to be produced by the 
Equity Studies Centre, Toronto Board 
of Education. 

Margot Francis is a PhD student in the 
History Program, DepartmentofTheory 
and Poliqy Studies, at OISE. Her thesis 
txamines the tension and elisions in 
anti-heterosexism poliqy and practice. 

an or a fuller examination of the ma- 
terial which follows see Francis. 
 or Canadian figures see Ornstein 
(50). For information on the United 
States see Patton (109). 
3 ~ h i s  story was told by Dutch soci- 
ologist Ingrid Foeken about her own 
experience in Africa at the "'Which 
Homosexuality?' International Con- 
ference on Lesbian and Gay Studies" 
in Amsterdam, Holland, in 1987. It 
is documented by Baird in New Inter- 
nationalist. This issue of Ntcontinues 
to be an excellent popular education 
tool for classroom use and can be 
ordered from the NI office in To- 
ronto, Canada. 

Baird, V. "Pride and Prejudice." The 
New Internationalist 20 1 (1 989). 

Chauncey, George. Gay New York. 
New York: Basic Books, 1994. 

Davis, K. B. Factors in the Sex Life of 
Twenty- Two Hundred Women. 
John D. Rockerfeller Jr. Bureau of 
Social Hygiene, 1929. 

Francis, M.. "On the 'Myth' ofsexual 
Orientation: Fiend Notes from the 
Personal, Pedagogical, and Histori- 
cal Discourses of Identity." Sexu- 
alities and Social Action. Eds. J. 
Ristock and C. Taylor. Toronto: 
UniversityofToronto Press, 1997. 

Irvine, J. DisordersofDesire. Philadel- 
phia: Temple University Press, 
1990. 

Khayatt, D. "The Place of Desire: 
The Exclusion of Women in the 
Third World in Theorizing Sexual 
Orientation." Unpub. 1993. 

Ornstein, M. AIDS in Canadz: Knowl- 
edge, Behaviour, and Attitudes of 
Adults. Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 1989. 

Patton, C. Inventing~tDs. New York: 
Routledge, 1990. 

Teilman, R., M. Carballo, and A. 
Hendriks, eds. Bisexualig and HIV/ 
A~DS: A Global Perspective. Buffalo: 
Prometheus Books, 199 1. 

ELISAVIETTA RITCHIE 

Sacred Places 

If all you have is 
one rock amid sand or snow, 
that rock is a god. 
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