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AIDA FARRAG GRAFF

Mirage

Cleopatra’s serpent set her free.

But you my dear, ensnared me

In the coils of your glistening smiles.

I never sensed the venom,

Never tasted the bitterness of your honeyed words—
Pearls of wit and wisdom!

Never shuddered from your tight embrace,
Believing it was the breathlessness of love.
Never saw through the mirror of your soul,
Thinking you were

What you appeared to be.

And now abandoned and alone,
I writhe, seeing roads not taken.

Aida Farrag Graff's poetry appears earlier in this issue.
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