and unresolved issues pertaining to criminalized youth in
Canada.

The legal system reinforces sexist, racist, and classist
stereotypes of women while simultaneously legitimizing
patriarchal notions of the need to socially control women.
We must all commit to transforming the social and
economic position of girls and women and adamantly
challenge attempts to further subjugate women if we are
truly interested in addressing violence in our communi-
ties. We must also refuse to fuel panic with exaggerated
and inaccurate claims about increased violent offending
by women and girls. Refusing to address the issues raised
by the involvement of women and girls in our criminal
justice system will continue to cost us much more than
money.

Anearlier version of this article was orginally published in the
Summer 1997 issue of Canada’s Children (Child Welfare
League of Canada). Reprinted with permission.

Kim Pate is the executive director of the Canadian Associa-
tion of Elizabeth Fry Societies (CAEFS). CAEFS’ 22 member
organizations work with and on behalf of women and girls
involved with the justice system, particularly those in conflict

with the law.
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LYN LIFSHIN
I Went to the Dentist

I'd brought my daughter
Karen so she wouldn’t be
afraid of the dentist

I'd gone so often

always had gas

Karen was 9 then

he put me out the

next thing I knew I was
being hurt he’d over
dosed me with gas

I was in pain he was

on me and I could

see him shove my
daughter out of the
room before I went

out I remember his
tongue in my mouth

I'd come to and he’d
grabbed my breasts
I'had contusions

I was a singer but

the overdose of gas
damaged my lungs so 1
can only sing once

or twice a week

now [ was afraid if

he saw me come to

he’d shove more gas

on me when I left

I was crying my daughter
heard me scream thought
it was my teeth being
drilled I went to

the police they wired

me sent me back to

see what he’d say I
wouldn’t go without one
of them in the hall

1 got enough to convict
him for weeks I

worried about getting
pregnant when |

asked about intercourse
he wouldn't tell me,

just smiled

Lyn Lifshin's next book, Before It’s Light,
will be published in the Fall of 1999 (Black

Sparrow Press).
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