
they are still quite young and need all 
of the support and love they can get. 
I can't imagine living in a foster home 
without any contact with my family, 
regardless of how dysfunctional they 
are. 

I believe our experiences make us 
who we are despite the griefthey may 
have caused. Spiritually I know some- 
one is watching over me and guiding 
me down my path. And I am certain 
that my brother Wayne, my father, 
grandfather, and grandmother-who 
recently died of cancer-are all a part 
ofmy spirit. Alongwith my extended 
family and friends who support my 
honesty and accept me for who I am. 

Melanie Mark has a Criminoloa di- 
ploma andis actively raisingawareness 
about sexual exploitation andits effects 
on youth, in her community. 
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