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C e t a r t i c Z e d e c r i t  Z'humourcomme 
une strategic employee p a r  Ze 
Comi t e  d  'Cqui t e  sexue Z Ze pour  
g e r e r  Ze b a c k l a s h  M f e m i n i s t e  
e t  Za propagande a n t i - f e m i n i s t e  
s u r  Zes campus. 

i s  what i t means t o  

has developed a  un ique  
propaganda on campus? 

Our new s t r a t e g y  has been work ing  s u r p r i s i n g l y  w e l l ,  and i s  known as our  "She 
Last" campaign. P u t t i n g  a s i d e  our  s logans f o r  t h e  moment, we decided t o  be as funny  as 
p o s s i b l e .  Given t h a t  our  c o r e  team c o n s i s t e d  o f  Shanta,  a  s e l f - d e f i n e d  i n t r o v e r t ,  Helen,  
who o f t e n  spoke t o o  s o f t l y  t o  be heard ,  and m y s e l f ,  who has had her v o i c e  compared t o  mickey 
mouse on h e l i u m ,  t h e  i d e a  o f  b u s t i n g  up o f f e n s i v e  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  raucous humour r e a l l y  
d i d  seem f u n n y .  

The Gender E q u i t y  Committee had developed b u t t o n s  wh ich  had " I  b e l i e v e  i n  womyn's r i g h t s "  
p r i n t e d  on them. We c i r c u l a t e d  them on campus, hoping t o  r a i s e  awareness about  gender 
i s s u e s .  As ide  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  mishap, i n  wh ich  t h e  company decided t h e  "y" i n  womyn must 
be a  t y p o ,  we a l s o  had t o  dea l  w i t h  s e r i o u s  back lash .  Ranging f r o m  such humorous bon mots 
as  " W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  them," t o  "you f o r g o t  t h e  "men" i n  "women," i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  

t h e  campaign was go ing  t o  be an u p h i l l  b a t t l e .  We decided t o  s t a r t  
s m a l l .  The n e x t  person t o  make a  comment o f  a  s i m i l a r  n a t u r e  was 
going t o  be h i t  w i t h  a  double whammy o f  ( g a s p ! )  f e m i n i s t  humour. 

We were t e m p o r a r i l y  s i d e - t r a c k e d  i n  our  p lans  by one o f  t h e  more 
anx ious  members o f  our  g roup ,  who k e p t  t e l l i n g  u s  t h a t  f a r t i n g  
was a  w i n n i n g  s t r a t e g y .  "Men t h i n k  f a r t i n g ' s  funny,"  she s a i d ,  
w r i n g i n g  her  hands. "Men know how t o  laugh  a t  f a r t i n g , "  and 
d e s p e r a t e l y ,  "Maybe i f  we s p e l l  i t  ' f a r t y n g ' ? "  W h i l e  we gave t h i s  
some c a r e f u l  t h o u g h t ,  we decided t h e  p o l i t i c a l  message i n  f a r t y n g  
was, a t  b e s t ,  u n c l e a r .  I n s t e a d ,  t a k i n g  t h e  p r o v e r b i a l  b u l l  by t h e  
horns ,  we decided t o g i v e  a  smart  answer back t h e  n e x t t i m e  someone 
hass led us about  t h e  s p e l l i n g .  

Sure enough, t h e  n e x t  day a t  a  meet ing some guy made 
" D o n ' t  you g i r l s  know how t o  s p e l l ?  Or i s  t h a t  g y r l  
We stood stunned f o r  a  second, and t h e n  moved i n t o  ac 
f a r t e d  ( s h e ' d  f o r g o t t e n ) .  Helen s a i d  something t h a t  
r e a l l y  funny  b u t t h a t  nobody c o u l d  h e a r .  I s a i d  S 

was d e f i n i t e l y  funny  b u t  t h a t  nobody cou ld  unders tand .  We decided 
t o  regroup .  
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snide comment about t h e  "y wanna 

ing?"  The beauty o f  t h e  moment was t h  
our f r i e n d  had i n  f a c t  been exp lor ing  h 
nether regions, as was confirmed by t 
a l a c r i t y  w i t h  which he whypped h i s  han 

p t o  the  tab le .  While I can' t  say tha  
would recommend t h i s  s t r a t e g y f o r e v e r  

rdroom s i t u a t i o n ,  i t  does have d e f i -  
e advantages. But t h a t  lowered us t o  

boys' bathroom humour. No more ad l i b ,  
t h i s  t ime we would s c r i p t  our f em in i s t  
funny l i n e s  i n  advance. 

At  t h e  next  meeting we were poised and 
ready. S t i l l ,  when one o f  t h e  boys sa id  
"Did you know t h a t  womyn spe l led  w i t h  a 
y has been exc lus i ve l y  used t o  denote 
whyners?" we f roze.  Then, from t h e  f a r  

end o f  t h e  t a b l e ,  Helen sa id  "No, o f  t h a t  I was unaware. But d i d  you know t h a t  t h e  New York 
Times recen t l y  def ined ignoranus as someone who i s  both s tup id  and an asshole?" 

Since then, we have found t h a t  we are  ga in ing confidence. While i t  doesn't always work- 
sometimes the  boys don ' t  ge t  i t  and you f i n d  t h a t  you're the  on l y  one laughing (I s t i l l  
say t h a t  t h e  joke about consu l t ing  the  "y's" womyn was a good one)- 
and sometimes t h e  w i t t i e s t  r e t o r t  you can come up w i t h  i s  "Oh yeah? 
Well "y" not?"-having t h e  campaign i n  mind has proven t o  be use fu l .  

P ick ing up people and gather ing s t rength  along the  way, one of t he  
r e a l  advantages o f t h e  "She Who Laughs Last" ant i -backlash campaign 
has b e e n t h a t i t h a s  h e l p e d t o  r e v i v e t h e  fem in i s t  movement on campus. 
I n  p a r t ,  i t  has done so by exploding the  r i d i c u l o u s  stereotype o f  

s as b i t t e r  women who wouldn't recognize something funny 
they t r i p p e d  over a rubber uterus.  We have found t h a t  "She 
hs Last" has a l s o  helped t o  remind other women on campus t h a t  
S are  c rea t i ve ,  dynamic people capable o f  doing a l o t  w i t h  

a little. This  has been fabulous f o r  increas ing the  membership o f  
t h e  committee. 

As a s t ra tegy  on campus, t o  d i f f u s e  a n t i - f e m i n i s t  f ee l i ng ,  t o  
i n  feminism a t  your un i ve rs i t y ,  and f i n a l l y  f o r  

n now say t h a t  I h i g h l y  recommend i t . I t ' s  our very own home groan s t ra tegy.  
es t o  t e l l  you t h a t  i t  won't work, because fem in i s t s  don ' t  know how t o  laugh 

n o t  funny, I recommend t h a t  you say the  fo l l ow ing :  Feminists laugh: t he  
h a t  what's not  funny. 

i s  a t h i r d  year Ar ts  and Science student a t  McMaster Univers i ty .  Sh 
n i s t  f r iends and mentors, o l d  and new, who hai Z from Ottawa t o  Toronto t o  

Shoshana draws her insp i ra t ion  from her mother (the most fabulous feminist  
o f  them a1 1). 

VOLUME 20121, NUMBERS 411 


