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LATORIAL FAISON 

The Pediatrician 

I watched him 
as he looked my kid over 
just skimming . . . 
ears, nose, mouth, feet, legs 
head circumference 
I guess he was thorough 
because my baby was happy 
as a lamb 
and I just want to know if 
the slight twist in his left 
foot, leg, tibia, whatever . . . 
will be a bother in the future 
so I watched him 
as he looked my kid over 
making small talk 
in eighteen month old tongue 
while I wondered where the 

blame belonged 
as he told me my kid was fine 
"right where he needed to 

be" 
so he said . . . 
and so we'll see him in six 

months 
to repeat the cycle 
repeat the questions . . . the 

answers 
the uncertainty. 

Latorial Faison is the mother of two 
children. 
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