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w. m. herring

Corn in Egypt

She stands in line at the Liverpool pier
one child, one bag, one ear of bearded wheat
 wrapped in tissue, nestled deep,
two tickets for the Empress.

Ahead—
a husband on the cpr, a small flat,
a strange city in a harsh climate.
Behind—
sisters, servitude, poverty, 
the weight of old ways.

A friend gave her the wheat
said there would be corn in Egypt.

Oh, Lord, let there be corn in Egypt.
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