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How the rape kit failed sexual
assault survivors and their allies
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Our fight in the anti-rape movement started in the 1970s. We saw how sexual
assault survivors were being blamed, doubted, and dismissed by the police
and physicians they turned to for help. We got angry and organized.
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We fought for institutional reforms, which we hoped would improve how law
enforcement and hosptial staff treated survivors. In response to our calls for action,
in 1981, the Ontario government introduced the sexual assault evidence kit.
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The new kit was dubbed in the media as “Ontario’s most successful rapist
trap” and was heralded as improving survivors' access to care and justice.
But the kit has failed to live up to these promises.
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Now, many survivors are pressured to consent to the kit exam. Although the kit
is promoted as a non-compulsory component of sexual assault investigations,
in practice it can prove to be the opposite.

You've got to do the rape kit!

Help us
give you We need the

evidence.

justice.

Don't your
want your
rapist caught?

Without the rape
kit, we can't give

We need the
rape kit

i you justice.
evidence.
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The kit reflects the suspicion of survivors that was and continues to be pervaisve in
the criminal justice system. In the exam room, the survivor’s body becomes a crime

scene that is scanned a mind for evidence, a process that can last 4-6 hours.
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The kit can now be used against survivors in court. Far from being the rapist
trap it was pronounced to be in 1984, the kit is often used to test interrogate,
and undermine survivors' credibility in court. The kit was "turned against

us" (7). The hope we had in the kit in the 1970s was not naive. But the kit's

history shows that we cannot depend on /\—]7\

technological solutions for ending
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Read the kit's full story:

Quinlan, ). The technoscien itness of rape:
Contentiou s of law, feminis prensic science.
To : University of Press.
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