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margo swiss

Stillborn

Awake thou that sleepest
 Ephesians 5.14

One dark night
I heard You speak    and knew
that voice    was none    but You. 
But so dog-tired    and too far gone    to rise
I beggared off    pledging to write
        another night. 

Days then passed    and only now
do I recall what I forgot    that
You so kindly all for-
   gave    those precious words    spilling into
   lines    a little poem let    go    come to not    or even worse
   what might have been    in time
   a sacred verse    mis-
           carried now    your stillborn art
           bleeds away    in tears
           as my heart cries itself
           awake. 
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