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MALATHI RAO

Mother

Mother, you wore out this visit.

I wonder now

why like Durga at Navaratri

you prowled the garden—

the machete in your raised arm
gleamed its deathly fascination on me

‘What demon did you seek, your eyes
your body burning. O Fury, out to
destroy the world, was it me,

your daughter who was your quarry?
Father performed the ceremonial
while the family priest muttered

mantras

And you, mother, with accurate strokes
of the machete
denuded the coconut for the goddess.

You laughed at me, mother,
You frightened me

with your celebratory play with
fire and water, your puja,

in the face of Death.

You frightened me, mother.

Malathi Rao teaches English Literature in a women’s college in
Delhi, India.
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Names, titles, categories, groups...
In the battle over definitions and who does the defining,
Rungh magazine presents a forum and an alternative.

Rungh is a South Asian quarterly of culture, comment and
criticism. It reaches a range of “communities” defined by class,
race, gender, sexual identity, geography, ability, and age.
Rungh challenges those definitions.

Rungh means colour. Get it?

Submit ideas for articles, reviews, interviews, art projects,
profiles,dialogues, short fiction and heck, why not...even recipes!

Subcribe to Rungh. An annual subcription is $20 for individuals, and
$27 for institutions (GST included). For US and international, add $5 for
postage and handling.

For more information, contact the Rungh Cultural Society
Box 66011, Station F, Vancouver, BC Canada V5N 504
Telephone 604 876.2086
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Kalpana Ram
MUKKUVAR WOMEN
Gender, Hegemony and
Capitalist Transformation in
a South Indian Fishing
Community

304pp Hb $57.95

Santi Rosario
PURITYAND COMMUNAL
BOUNDARIES

Women and Social Change
in a Bangladeshi Village
216pp Hb $39.95

Govind Kelkar &
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GENDER ANDTRIBE
Women, Land and Forests
196pp Hb $55.00 Pb $19.95
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Sarah C White
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Gender and Class in
Bangladesh

192pp Hb $49.95 Pb $19.95

For orders please contact:

Fernwood Books Ltd, PO Box 9409, Station 'A’, Halifax, NS
B3K 583, Canada, Tel: (902) 422 3302
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