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KATERINA FRETWELL

Invocation to Mary Wollstonecraft

Mary, Mary, quite contrary
how does your brain explain
the demise of the despised
royal chopped heads   guillotine’s dread?
Entrained thoughts   abstained oughts
Divine Right Male   Beyond the pale?

Mary, Mary, quite contrary
your writerly flare   lives on a dare
freedom-based words   mere hint of swords
the unnatural order   to initial disorder
women in the world   person-hood unfurled
Divine Right Female   A plausible tale?

Mary, Mary, quite contrary
your prescient words   construed absurd
no precedent   unrepentant
feminist ignored   what you first abhorred
lonely oracle   begged a miracle:
Divine Right Everyone   Our labours just begun …
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