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Who am I, Canadian woman?

my white washed, western flavoured, gendered other
thriving in her crystal space between the cracks of my aging skin
loving with the passion that awakes my inner being
laughing in the hollow halls of my childhood memory

Who am I, Canadian woman?
I am
prisoner in my multicultural reserve like the first peoples of this land 
silenced voice heard through your mind 
colourful immigrant living across the colour line  
Arab, Pakistani, Indian, Mexican, Asian, African silhouette reflected in the pupils of your eyes
accented voice garbled in your head
dark, brown, black, racialized other

Who am I, Canadian woman?
I am
immigrant in purdah who veils her sexuality from your gawking men
 Philipino nanny snatched from the mouth of her baby
 hurried heartbeat of multiple lifetimes that you have never lived
 statistical blots in your immigrant research data
 undernourished refugee who starved for western freedoms
 anti-terrorist who bled for white, frail democracies

So now you know who I am, Canadian woman.
But how am I?
 hungry because you won’t share your bread
Bleeding from gaping wounds on my soul
tired shadow, your unacculturated other
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SHEILA STEWART

Unnaturally warm

   for January, more than a thaw. The weather is wrong. 
We smile, then grimace. Eerie, says my neighbour. Like March.

An old woman rakes her lawn. The icebergs melt. Anything
can happen. We are canaries, singing off tune, our coats

     florescent yellow.
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