This quote refers to section 12(1)(b)
of the Indian Act, which, previous
to 1985, decreed that status Indian
women automatically lost that sta-
tus upon marriage to a non-Indian
male, and must move from the re-
serve, and may not return, even if
widowed or divorced. Furthermore,
her children and all of their sub-
sequent progeny lost the right to
claim Indian status in perpetuity.

References

Alexie, Sherman. “A Drug Called
Tradition.” The Lone Ranger and
Tonto Fistfight in Heaven. New
York: Grove Publications, 2005.
12-23.

Alexie, Sherman. “Because My
Father Always Said He Was the
Only Indian Who Saw Jimi
Hendrix Play “The Star-Spangled
Banner at Woodstock.” The
Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight
in Heaven. New York: Grove
Publications, 2005. 24-36.

Alexie, Sherman. “Every Litde
Hurricane.” The Lone Ranger and
Tonto Fistfight in Heaven. New
York: Grove Publications, 2005.
1-11.

Alexie, Sherman. “This is What
it Means to Say, ‘Phoenix,
Arizona.” The Lone Ranger and
Tonto Fistfight in Heaven. New
York: Grove Publications, 2005.
59-77.

Anderson, Kim. A Recognition
Of Being: Reconstructing Native
Womanhood. Toronto: Second
Story Press, 2000.

Health Canada. “First Nations,
Inuit and Aboriginal Health.
Online: <http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/
fniah-spnia/promotion/mental/
index-eng.php>. Retrieved 22
October 2008.

Highway, Tomson. Dry Lips Oughta
Move to Kapuskasing. Saskatoon:
Fifth House, 1989.

King, Thomas. Medicine River.
Toronto: Penguin, 1989.

Knight, Rolf. Indians Ar Work: An
Informal History Of Native Indian

VOLUME 26, NUMBERS 3,4

Labour In British Columbia,
1858—1930. Vancouver: Newstar,
1996.

Krug, EtienneG., Linda L. Dahlberg,
James A. Mercy, Anthony B. Zwi
and Rafael Lozano, eds. “Chapter
7:  Self-Directed  Violence.”
World Report On Violence And
Health. Geneva: World Health
Organization.  2002.  Online:
<http://whqlibdoc.who.int/
publications/2002/9241545615_
chap7_eng.pdf>. Retrieved 22
October 2008.

Lavell-Harvard, D. Memee, and
Jeanette Corbiere Lavell, eds.
Until Our Hearts Are On the
Ground: Aboriginal  Mothering,
Oppression, Resistance and Rebirth.
Toronto: Demeter, 2006.

Maracle, Lee. Ravensong. Vancouver:
Press Gang, 2002.

Momaday, N. Scott. House Made
of Dawn. New York: Harper and
Row, 1968.

Olsen, Sylvia. Just Ask Us. A
Conversation With First Nations
Teenage Moms. Winlaw, British
Columbia: Sono Nis Press, 1995.

Rhoades, “The Health Status of
American Indian And Alaska
Native Males.” The American
Journal of Public Health 93 (5)
(May 2003): 774-778.

World Health Organization
(WHO). Mental And Behavioural
Disorders. Department of Mental
Health.  “Preventing  Suicide:
A Resource For Teachers And
Staff.”  Online:  <htep://www.
searo.who.int/LinkFiles/List_
of Guidelines_for_Health_
Emergency_prevent-suicide-
school.pdf.>  Retrieved =~ 22
October 2008.

Robinson, Eden. Monkey Beach.
Boston:  Houghton  Mifflin,
2000.

Said, Edward. Orientalism. New
York: Vintage Books. 1978.

PATRICIA MONTURE

On Writing #1

I'suspect I ain’t no poet
but I write
in scraps of thoughts
on scraps of paper
when I hurt more than I can carry.

I ain’t no poet
but these words sure look organized
when I centre then so carefully on my
computer’s screen.
The letters dance as I type
in straight lines, single step, across the page
they dance: pain into reality
because I can now see it on the computer screen.

Press PRINT...

Patricia Monture’s poetry appears earlier in this volume.
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