
This Issue Is Dedicated To

EIsie Gregory McGi11
1905-1980

Elizabeth (Elsie) Muriel Gregory
MacGil1 was born on March 27th~

1905 in Vancouver, B.C. and died
on November 4th, 1980 in Cam
bridge~ Mass. Early in what was
intended as a brief visit she was
found to be critically ill and lay in
intensive care at Mount Auburn
Hospital in Cambridge for four
weeks until her death.

She was the first woman to grad
uate in electrical engineering froln
the University of Toronto (1927)
and she went on to a lnaster's de
gree in aeronautical engineering at
the University of Michigan (1929)~

another feminine first. That SUln
mer she was stricken with a forln
of myelitis which endangered her
life and left her permanently
lamed; her triulnph over that
catastrophe has for 50 years been
the admiration of all who have.
known her. In 1933 she was at the
Massachusetts Institute of Tech
nology for further aeronautical
study~ and in 1935 was elnployed
in her profession by Fairchild Air
craft Ltd. at Longueuil~ Quebec.
In 1938 she becalne Chief Aero
nautical Engineer at the Fort Wil
lialn (Thunder Bay) plant of Cana
dian Car and Foundry Co. Ltd.
and held that post during the
plant's very, successful wartilne
production of Hurricane and Hell
diver fighters. After her marriage
in 1943 she engaged in consulting
practice in Toronto.

Increasingly predominant in the
post-war years was her concern for
the rights and status of WOlnen.
She became active and well known
in women's organizations through
out Canada~ highly valued for her
energy and her thoughtful con-
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structive views. She was appointed
to the Royal COlnlnission on the
Status of WOlnen (1967) and was a
signatory of its Report to the Fed
eral Governlnent in 1970. In 1971
she was nalned to the Order of
Canada and thereafter received
Honorary Doctoiates froln
Toronto (1973)~ Windsor (1976)~

Queen's and York (1978). At the
tilne of her death she was serving
as Chairperson of the ()ntario
Building Materials Evaluation
Comlnission and had accepted
appointlnent to the Canadian ()r
ganizing COlnlnittee for the Inter
national Year of the Disabled.

Elsie Gregory MacGilt the nalne
by which she has been so widely
and alfectionately known at every
age level~ has been described as
'one of the lnost ilnportant indivi
dual WOlnen in Canada' but this
scarcely does her full justice for she
was~ above all~ a perceptive
'person' with intellect~ ingenuity
and conviction~ u)ho pioneered and
triulnphed alike in the innovatit'e
pursuits of both lnen and WOlnen.
In her cOlnprehensive career~ she

was a 'felninine first' several tilnes
over~ but she ~ould consider her
gender as quite secondary to her
innate~ perhaps hereditary~ sense
of obligation to use her talents to
serve her cOlnlnunity. The breadth
of this cOlnlnunity is reflected in
this further listing - lvhich cannot
hope to be exhaustive - of groups
and organizations of lL'hich Elsie
MacGill was a significant part 
as lnelnber~ fellow~ 0 fficer and / or
award recipi~nt: ..

Engineering Institute of Canada
and Branches (1940: Gzowski
Medal: 1973: Julian C. Slnith
Award). Canadian Society for Me
chanical Engineering. C~o;~llnittee
on Penal Reforln for WOlnen.
Governlnent of Ca'nada (1967:
Centennial Medal). Canadian Fed
eration of Business and Profes
sional W~lnen's Clubs: Toront(~ B~
and P. W. Club (1955: Elsie Grep:
ory MacGill Bursary established).
Iota Alpha (Beta Chapter) Hon
orary Engineering Fraternity. Art
Gallery of ()ntario. Roval Aero
nautic~l S~ciety. Allleric~n Societ'
of WOlnen Engineers (Medal and
Citation). ()ntario Association 0 r
Professional Engineers (1979: Gold
Medal). Association of Consultinp:
Engineers of Canada. Consulting
Engineers of ()ntari()~ Canadian
Aeronautics and Space Institute.
Alnerican Institute of Aeronautics
and Astronautics. Ro'yal Society of
Arts. ()ntario COlnl~ittee on ~ th~
Status of WOlnen. National Action
COlnlnit'tee on the Status of
WOlnen. WOlnen for Politica'l
Action. Soroptilnist' International
of Toronto. International Associa
t~on of W Olnen Pilots (1975: Alne
lia Earhart Medal). (j

Those who wish to participate in an ongoing tribute
are invited to support the 'Elsie Gregory MacGil1 Commemorative Fund'

from which fitting educational memorials will be established. Donations may be sent to:
DonnaJ. Haley, Q.C. In Trust

Suite 507,200 University Avenue, Toronto M5H 3C6
From the Memorial Service held on Wednesdav, November 2(), 1980,

at Knox College Chapel, University~of Toronto.
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