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THE GODS 

Suniti Namjoshi 

In their extreme old age a childless couple was 
granted a daughter. This made them very happy, and 
they prayed to the gods every morning and evening to 
bless their child. The prayer was granted. As their 
daughter grew up it soon became obvious that she was a 
remarkable child. She could run further and faster than 
anyone in the village, her manners were good, she sang 
rather well, and she excelled in her studies. There was 
only one thing wrong, which spoilt everything. This 
was not a defect. The gods hadn't cheated. She was 
indeed blessed with great ability. But everyone in the 
village was critical of her. "To be so damned good," 
they said, ''is not womanly." 
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