
The tale of Fernanda, an immigrant Everywoman working in a Toronto blue-jean 
factory, has been told in a slide-tape that was made in an English class at a factory which 
is part of a program called English at the Workplace Task Force. The women responsible 
for the slide-tape were in the advanced class and had been studying together for one year. 
Before making the story, the group prepared interview questions. Then class members 
interviewed each other by using a tape recorder. The interviews were typed and copies 
made to use in class for reading and eliciting further questions. 

From these interviews the class made the story of "Fernanda," which is a composite of 
the experiences of the Portuguese women in the class. 

Some pictures were taken in the home of one of the women and others were taken at 
the factory. Since there were no men in the class, one woman brought her husband's 
jacket and tie to dress as the father in the story. The song from the tape, printed above, 
was written by Susan Howlett, a young woman who also works in a factory. 

The factory English classes are organized and carried on by the English at the Work- 
place Task Force, which is co-operating with unions and boards of education to establish 
classes for workers. The task force is presently funded by the Ontario Ministry of Culture 
and Recreation. During the past year funds were also secured from the Secretary of State 
for teachers' salaries in order to develop curriculum for this program. 

The slide-tape is available for class use from the office of English at the Workplace 
Task Force, 500 King Street West, 2nd Floor, Toronto, Ontario. Telephone 979-3466. 

(Our thanks to Mary Ellen Nettle, a teacher with the Downtown Churchworkers 
Association, for contributing these notes.) 
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