
canadian woman S~UdieS L'e;dl-ton-allesC3hiersde laA!mme

eW!i\Cf Jeanne Maranda Anne Gravereaux
204 Founders College, York University
4700 Keele Street, Downsview, Ontario M3J lP3
Telephone 1416) 667-3725

Editorial Staff

Founding Editor / Shelagh Wilkinson
General Editor /johanna Stuckey
Associate Editors / jeanne Maranda, AnneGravereaux
Assistant Editor / jonathan Kaplan
Redactrices franc;aiseslJeanneMaranda, Marr Verthuy
Traduction / Anne Gravereaux
French Copy Editor / Anne Gravereaux
Business and Promotion Manager / Kathleen Martindale
Administrative Assistant / Suzanne de Leeuw

Regional Editors

Ann Hall, University of Alberta, Edmonton
Barbara Latham, Camosun College, Victoria, B.C.
Dr. Sally Shrofel, Manitoba Action Committee on
the Status of Women
Rose Tekel, Canadore College, North Bay, Ontario
Liz Weir, University of New Brunswick

Production Staff
Design and Layout / Donna Parrish
Typesetting / Liz Harrison, York Negative

Editorial Board

Elise Beauregard, Ontario Ministry of Colleges and
Universities, Toronto
Marion Colby, Centennial College, Scarborough
Beth Light, Ontario Institute for Studies in
Education, Toronto
Jeanne Maranda, Montreal, Quebec
Gall Posen, Toronto Board of Education
Johanna Stuckey, York University, Downsview
MaYrVerthuy, Concordia University, Montreal
Barbara Walker, North York Board of Education
Shelagh Wilkinson, Centennial College, Scarborough
Jackie Matte, Ontario Ministry of Colleges and
Universities, Toronto

Advisory Board

Yvonne Aziz, York University, Downsview
Shirley Davy, University of Toronto
Margaret Fulton, Mount SI. Vincent University,
Halifax
Esther Greenglass, York University, Downsview
Bette Anne Kuehn, Centennial College, Scarborough
Doug Light, George Brown College, Toronto
Lama Marsden, University of Toronto
Celine Payette, MP, Quebec
Sybil Shack, Winnipeg

Abonnement/Subscriptions

Institution/Institutional ... $25
Particulier(erej/lndividuals ... $15
Copie individuelle/Single Copy ... $4

Canadian Woman Studies/Les cahiers de la femme
is published 4 times a year by Inanna Publications
& Education Inc.
Second Class mail registration no: 5912
Copyright at CWS/cf
Original materials remain with contributors.
Printed in Canada by Jackson & Cowan Inc.
With grateful recognition for funding assistance from
George Brown College; Institut Simone de Beauvoir;
UniversiM Concordia; Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council ofCanada; Ontario Ministry of
Colleges & Universities (FrancophoneAffairs); Secretary
ofState, Women's Programmes
National Library of Canada
ISSN 0713-3235
Bibliotheque Nationale du Canada
A York University/Centennial College Project

CWS/cf is a quarterly publication

VOLUME 4, NUMBER 4, SUMMER 1983

La violence est avec nous, elle est meme en nous! On a
peur de l'admettre mais en meme temps, on sent le besoin
de se le dire. Comment expliquer autrement cette ava­
lanche de textes, de temoignages, tantot douloureux, tantot
agressifs, tantot ironiques, qui forment ce Cahier?

On y a identifie plusieurs formes de violences: certaines
sont subtiles, d' autres sont evidentes, quelques-unes nous
habitent si intimement qu' on a peine ales debusquer, en­
core moins ales critiquer. Toutes font partie de notre quo­
tidien.

Serions-nous toutes coupables du "peche de soumission"
(Marie Denis) qui nous victimise et nous empeche d' agir?
11 est plus que temps de reconnaHre les tactiques du pou­
voir qui nous violentent ou nous inferiorisent. L' echange,
l'information nous aideront a "dejouer" le processus de
victimisation, et conscientes et confiantes en nous-memes,
nous pourrons exiger que soit reconnu notre droit de ne
plus Hre violentees. Et puis, il y a l'action.... Vous pour­
rez lire dans les pages du Cahier I' enorme travail fait par
les groupes engages dans les luttes pour faire reconnaHre
nos droits. Tout reste a faire!

N.B. Pour faire suite aux recommandations faites lors
des "rites printaniers" (voir Sports, ete 1983), et grace au
soutien de Jackie Matte du ministere des Colleges et Uni­
versites de l'Ontario, Anne Gravereaux a ete invitee a se
joindre a I' equipe des Cahiers afin de relever le defi d' une
participation francophone a 50 p. 100.

Vous remarquerez, vers la fin, du Cahier nos nouvelles
chroniques: lire, art, cinema, regions, et en plus, une
rubrique toute speciale pour vous qui avez tant a nous dire.
On l'a appelee: "a propos..." Qu'en dites-vous?

Editorial
]ohanna Stuckey

Power and its abuses are the subject of most of the
articles in this issue of CWS/cf. In the past we feminists
have only too often avoided discussing, let alone exploring
in depth, the subject of power. All of us can, of course,
quickly list many of the abuses of power - sexual abuse,
wife-beating, rape, incest, sexual harassment, media ex-
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NOTRE
ERREUR... .

Dans le numero consacre au
Sport (Printemps 1983, vol. 4, nO
3), l'article intitule "La danse
aerobie... en faites-vous?" a He
attribue par erreur aDiane Guay.
Il s'agit en fait de Diane Gagne,
etudiante en maitrise a l'Univer­
site de Montreal. Nous nous ex­
cusons de cette erreur, et regret­
tons tout embarras qu' elle a pu
causer.

OUR ERROR

The Editors of CWSlcf apolo­
gize to Erin Moure for publishing
her poem Birth in Volume 3, No.
4 of CWSlcf; the poem was re­
printed from This Magazine with­
out permission of that magazine
or of Erin Moure, who held the
copyright. Unfortunately Erin
Moure had no intention of re­
printing this poem. We regret the
discomfort and embarrassment
its appearance caused Erin
Moure.

ploitation of women, pornography, unequal laws that are
either unenforced or unenforceable. We know who (and
what) have power and who (and what) abuse it.

We have, however, only recently begun systematically
to address the subject of power directly. We must con­
tinue to discuss what power is; how, in its subtle and not­
so-subtle forms, it operates; if we as feminists and women
want or need power, and why; and finally, what, if any,
are the viable alternatives to power structures and power
relationships.

It must be the task of the Women's Movement and of
feminism not only to speak out and act against violence in
all its forms but also to develop a thorough analysis and
theory of power, of which violence is one manifestation.

The women, young and old, and female children who
appear in the articles in this issue - victims of the abuse
of power - are, along with their myriad abused sisters,
martyrs of the Women's Movement. If we do not build
upon their experiences in our analyses, they will have suf­
fered only for the perpetuation of that very male power we
are opposing.

The violence against women endemic to our society is
both a symptom and a result of entrenched male power
structures. The truth is that we women are all at risk
every day and every night of our lives. So we must con­
tinue our acute awareness of the possibility of violence in
our world from day to day; we should perhaps now be­
come active in fighting it. Above all, we feminists must
deepen our analyses not only of our society's violence
against women (though that must be our first concern) but
of the violence that is rife in our society and especially of
the male power structures that support and tacitly endorse
it. On such analyses our lives - our world - may depend!
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