
aggression every day. Is there a relation
ship between the experience or non-ex
perience of violence in real terms and its
presence or absence in fantasy? Although
the book itself does not address this issue,
those among us who are interested in the
relationship between violence and sexual
ity would do well to ponder its implica
tions.

The authors' belief that "there exists
ONE universal patriarchal oppression of
women which takes different forms in
different cultures and different regions"
(p. 53) stems from their notion that sexual
commodification and sexual exploitation
(violent or otherwise) is a universal phe
nomenon. The documentation presented
in this book revealing international coop
eration in the use and abuse of women
and children certainly gives substance to
the claim that "throughout all ... forms of
domination, the sexual exploitation of
women persists" (p. 55). It is in the context
of this "commonality of patriarchal
oppression experienced by all women"
that they sought to "devise a common
strategy to eradicate female sexual
slavery" (p. 53). Such a strategy for action
included working with organized feminist
groups in regional areas in a non-hierar
chical network; working with govern
ments and with United Nation's agencies;
and using the press for education and
publicity. These latter two indicate
perhaps a certain naivety as to our ability
to turn aggressive institutions into allies,
especially given the organizers' own ex
perience vis-a-vis the funding and recog
nition of this workshop, and given that
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the United Nation's conference recom
mendation found in the appendix of the
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More reliable sources of support for the
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and political implications of collaboration
with churches is never addressed, under
standably perhaps, since the very dimen
sion of the problem of violence against
women seems to necessitate an uncritical
acceptance of any support offered. Yet
such a collaboration must be clearly analy
sed from a feminist perspective.

The second part of the book documents
various aspects of sexual slavery which
the workshop hoped to highlight: prosti
tution, trafficking in women and sex
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was defined in terms of the "streetwalk
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eyes rudely opened by the documentation
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parts of the world with no identification,
no skills, no way out, no home, with no
thing but their commodified bodies
between themselves and destitution or
death; children (taken from refugee
camps, bought from destitute families,
kidnapped from large urban areas or
poorly-populated rural ones) servicing
from the age of six months to twelve years
the perverse sadistic desires of adult men;
women as political prisoners, beaten,
raped, burned, attacked by animals, wit
nesses to their children's sexual torture,
demoralized, dehumanized.

Anyone who doubted that this world is
characterized by sadistic violence perpe
trated by men against not only other men
(militarism, colonialism, imperialism) but
more generally, more brutally against
women and children need only read this
powerful account to clarify for themselves
the dimensions of the task we face. But
discouragement or disillusionment are
neither the book's intention nor its
achievement. There is strength in know
ledge and strength in organization: both
give us the power to act. The brief bib
liography and the list of participants and
resource people given at the back of the
book gives us a place to start, a place from
which to work. The structural limits of its
theoretical discourse and the no less frus
trating lack of editing (which leaves some
sentences too incomplete or ambiguous to
decipher) must be viewed within the
financial, temporal and staffing limita
tions within which the workshop was
held and its documentation published.
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