
sion, understanding and compromise,
wrote, revised and ratified a general con
ference statement, a seven-page list of
action plans, and 56 resolutions with
emphasis directed towards 16 countries
and the relationship between national
problems and international intervention.
As one woman remarked, men could not
do that even with secretarial help!

Although the content of these docu
ments was in itself important, it was the
exercise itself which demonstrated
women's alternatives for negotiating
Peace. Flexibility was the key word: when
it became apparent that the needs of the
delegates were not going to be met by the
conference design, the design was
changed. By comparison, flexibility is
notably absent from the present nego
tiating system.

These were the formal sessions but the
women's alternatives for negotiating
Peace which emerged from them were in
evidence elsewhere in the conference. On

Sunday, the delegates from China,
Russia, the United States and the German
Democratic RepUblic spoke in turn, not
from political affiliations but from the
common experience of the desired quality
of life throughout the world. One of the
workshop sessions entitled "Creating
Conditions of Partnership Between Arabs
and Jews," originally scheduled as a two
hour session, grew to four hours stretched
over two days. Women from Egypt,
Lebanon and Israel- both Arabs and Jews
- talked about their lives in the Middle
East; they explained how, without foreign
intervention, peaceful co-existence could
be established. We do not hear that in the
West: we hear only that foreign interven
tion is necessary.

Celebration, too, was a key note to the
conference, reaffirming the necessity of
joy in all our lives. There were mime per
formances before the official opening on
Wednesday night; an evening of multi
cultural entertainment on Thursday;

Salome Bey sang on Friday before the
National Film Board's screening of
"Speaking Our Peace;" and on Saturday a
number of Halifax groups and individuals
sang and entertained, finally coming
together at the end of the evening to lead
the delegates in a song of celebration
which ended in a spontaneous snake
dance through the auditorium, dis
mantling even the private barriers of self
consciousness.

In retrospect, the conference itselfwas a
demonstration of women's alternatives
for negotiating Peace. Under the assump
tion of peaceful co-existence and with atti
tudes of compromise, trust and flexibility,
women discussed world problems,
defining the roots of the conflicts and
describing the comprehensive nature of
the solutions. Is that not the true formula for
Peace negotiations?

Ann Denholm Crosby has written several
drama series for CBC radio.

sOl.lLillee, perdue

De mauvaises pensees
de pleinconsentement
De fenne propos,
D'orgasme au repos

De male en chasse
D'ignorance crasse
D'effort morts nes
Fruits d'une societe

aduIee
Q'autorite en place
D'autorite en masse
Le beau, le bien, le bon
Le bon bout du baton.
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Filleeblouissante
Avenante, intelligente
Inquietante, offensante
Enrageante, "derangeante"

De l'ordre etabli
De poitrines· rabougries
De.seins affaisses
Sur leur ·debordement

Merci Seigneur!
Vous m'avez tout donne
A moi les honneurs ...
A moi la bonte ...

Amen

Hermine Leroux Perron
Laval, Quebec

97


