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REBEKKAH ALEXANDER

Child

in the night you make noises like a small cat
while you sleep
I wait to run to you
from exhaustion, overprotection
lying still, the fear that you alone in there
may be dragged off by the bigger animals
devoured
before I can bear my teeth
throw my body over you
love enough
yet grapple
with the nagging reality of my lost self
how I wish you never existed
that I may continue in my womanhood

still you breathe irregular
tremor from some infantile dream
and I am left to drown in this vulnerability
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