
Institutes were steered away from any­
thing that might rock the status quo of
sexual relations or unite women into a
force threatening to political authority.
In stark contrast to England, where
community service quickly became an
essential part of Institute work, in Canada
there was little stimulus given in this
direction. 15 A few branches pursued
improvement in community services,
especially in relation to the schools, but
they were the exception rather than the
rule. In assuming that community leader­
ship was a male responsibility, the early
W.!. movement committed a major error.
It would allow for an increasing concentra­
tion on the inessential and the trivial once
knowledge about improved nutrition,
health care, childraising and homemaking
had been disseminated in rural Ontario.
These developments, however, should
not obscure either the place or importance
of the Women's Institutes in the history of
continuing education for women.
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never have developed the power­
ful momentum it did. If the solidarity
between the sexes and the solidarity
between producers and consumers had
been supported by greater solidarity
between Jewish and non-Jewish workers,
the "King of Canada" would indeed have
gotten "the surprise of his life. "20

This strike provides a glimmer of what
might have been the basis of a much more
powerful labour movement. It highlights
the critical need to overcome the deep di­
visions within the working class. This is as
crucial now as it was in 1912.

The contemporary potential for the
mobilization of feminist groups in support
of women workers is also crucial. In the
recent strike of Eaton's retail workers, this
support proved to be one of the main
reasons why Eaton's was finally forced to
grant union recognition. In comparison
with Alice Chown's day, women's rights
organizations today are more readily
encompassing the interests of working­
class women.
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