
stand why there are many women today
who reject feminism for similar reasons.
It does women's history no service simply
to imply that any woman who is not a
feminist of some sort had been duped
or brainwashed. We need not only to
describe the past lives of women, but we
also need to accept those lives on their
own terms. To skirt the issue of motiva-
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Julia Horatia (Catty) Ewing (1841-85),
the British-born writer of children's
stories, was much admired by the likes of
Rudyard Kipling and Henry James. Of
delicate constitution, she was a romantic
soul who by all accounts, including her
own, was happily married to an officer in
Queen Victoria's 22nd Regiment which
was posted to Frederiction in 1867. From
this 27-month Canadian experience came
over 100 letters which Julia Ewing wrote to
her close family circle in England. The
Bloms have carefully edited these letters
and illustrated them with Ewing's
Fredericton sketches to produce another
handsome volume in the UBC Press series
of diaries and reminiscences. While the
letters are less revealing of 'ordinary' life
than modern readers may have wished,
they are the very stuff of Victorian middle
class women's history and offer a lucid
account of high society in Fredericton at
the time of Confederation.

Julia Ewing's letters read much like a
Jane Austin novel. This is in part, the
editors tell us, because she did not wish to
worry her family back in England with
accounts about 'roughing it' in the colonial
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In The Last Best West, Silverman has

tion, to assume that women "then"
thought as women do "now", is to ignore
time and place in women's history and to
denigrate that history. We need to ask of
women in the past, as we need to ask of
women today: what are women's priori­
ties? Are women trying to build a world
that is different and better than the one
that restricts them, or do women only

bush. It is also because Julia Ewing was
happily and uncritically socialized to the
values of middle class Victorian society.
She describes Fredericton summer nights
as settings for operas, finds the concept of
a native Indian woman riding a train as
foreign as Plato dancing·a polka, and is
moved to rapture by the flora and fauna of
North America. She fills those hours not
consumed with domestic chores and
social obligations with her sketch book,
her flower press and her writing.
Victorian ladies did not waste their time.
Indeed, Canada was well served by the
Susanna Moodies, Catharine Parr Traills
and Julia Ewings who preserved the
country's natural history, chronicled its
social customs and, on occasion, left a
mark on the society they so diligently
observed. Julia Ewing's stay in Canada
was too brief and her personality too
retiring to allow her to transform the com­
munity in which she was situated or even
to allow Canadians to lay claim to her as
they have Susanna Moodie. Neverthe­
less, Ewing's disciplined eye and prac­
ticed pen offer us a rare window through
which to see how others saw us over a
century ago.

Scholars of women's history will be
delighted with the details of women's
domestic economy preserved in these
letters, as well as the description of the
close bonds of female friendships and
family relationships. They will also find
evidence concerning the advice books
consulted, the material possessions
treasured, the values so deeply held as to
be invisible among women of Ewing's

utilized the results of more than one
hundred and fifty oral interviews with
women from various ethnic, religious and
class backgrounds to create what she calls
"a collective autobiography" of women
on the Alberta frontier. The book is
organized around the events which
the women themselves identified as im­
portant in their life cycles so that chapters
are included on topics such as girlhood,

want to be let into the clubhouse to be like
the boys? Once past the purely descrip­
tive, each essay in Not Just Pin Money
poses this dilemma.

Despite some ragged edges, Not Just
Pin Money contains new information,
provocative insights and deserves to
become required reading in any course on
the history of women in Canada.

class and culture. ". . .I can only write a
scrap today. I am wildly busy copying
sketches and varnishing leaves to send
you," she wrote to her sister in October
1867. "I am sending a book of Autumn
Leaves to the Mum - & a few for Mrs.
Bryce- & for Aunt Mary. Also some bits of
bead work for Mrs. Aveling - & Annie
Bonnar - which might be sent to Howard
St. for an opportunity" (pp. 60-61). No
grass grew under the feet of the women in
Ewing's circle, either on matters commer­
cial or domestic. ".. .I am getting our
house quite spic & span. The only draw­
back is that none of you can see it. ..The
dirt & untidyness of New Brunswickers
combined with the prevalence of the irish
elements in servants & workmen, is
enough to cure an untidy party like myself
- and I have'set my face as a flint' against
one 'irish corner' inside or out" (p. 156). Of
course, like other British travellers in
Canada, Ewing pays much attention to
the vagaries of the climate, the mails and
the local 'help.' And she offers practical
advice, complete with sketches, on how to
make knickerbockers to ward off winter
chills (p. 349). She provides little direct
evidence of the social tensions between
the town folks and the military which led
to the sensational Brennen murder trial in
October 1868 but we can guess after read­
ing Ewing's letters that the 'airs' of the
transient officers and their families would
not always go down well with the local
populace. It is perhaps fitting that when
the Ewings left Fredericton, it marked the
end of the official British military presence
in Julia Ewing's 'Canada Home.'

courtship and marriage, contraception
and childbirth, household work, waged
labour and social life. In each chapter,
Silverman effectively weaves together the
words of individual women with well­
written and informative bridges to
demonstrate the commonalities and dif­
ferences in women's experiences.

The format adopted by Silverman
succeeds in helping the reader feel and
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