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These two special issues on Canadian women's
history are dedicated to the memory of Marta
Danylewycz. A dear friend, colleague, and teacher,
she died tragically just as her promising career was
starting. Not only was she a gifted scholar but she was
also a warm and vivacious person who touched the
lives of many people. Excellence and vigour
characterized her academic and professional activities.
As a number of Quebec historians wrote at the time of
her death:

Marta's in-depth and innovative research on the education of
girls, on the f~mily and on female religious Communities have
greatly contributed to the recent development of women's
history in Quebec as a field of serious study. In approaching
those little-known or poorly-explored areas and integrating
them into agrid of feminist analysis, she did pioneering work
from several points ofview. She was very sensitive to the reality
of Quebec, which she knew in various respects, including
having taught in a secondary school in the Montreal area.

Marta published many articles in collective works and
journals in Quebec and the rest of Canada. She also left an
almost-finished manuscript, a revision of her doctoral thesis,
"Taking the Veil in Montreal, 1840-1920: An Alternative to
Marriage, Motherhood and Spinsterhood."

Active in her professional life, many conferences and
scholarly meetings were enriched by her participation: l'Institut
d'histoire le l'Amerique fran~aise, The Canadian Historical
Society, The Canadian Research Institute for the Advancement
ofWomen, The Canadian Society for the History of Education,
The American Historical Association, The American Educa­
tion Research Association. She was also a member of the
Canadian Women's History Committee and participated in a
research group on the history of the education of girls in
Quebec, which brought together researchers from the
Universite du Quebec Cl Montreal and the Universite de
Sherbrooke (Montre-al, La Presse, 29 March 1985.
Translatio~

Her impact on the writing of Canadian social history
is all the more remarkable given that she was a
Ukrainian American who first began to study the
history of this country as a graduate student. At the
same time Marta's own ethnic background provided
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herwitha specialunderstandingofCanadianminorities.
As Guest Editors we were delighted with the re­

sponse to our request for submissions and know that
Marta would have been equally enthusiastic. Indeed
the quantity and the quality of the submissions was so
great that we have decided to publish two issues rather
than the originally planned one.

This first issue lists the themes of writing women's
history; women's cultural c-9ntributions; education; and
paid work. Issue two, to be published later this year,
will focus on immigration .. and settlement; organiza­
tional activities, the family, state and social order; and
individual experiences. The material published in both
represents aspects of Canadian women's history that
were foci for Marta's own research interests - religion,..
ethnicity, reform, work, education and the family.
Together they illustrate the strength, dynamism and
legitimacy of Canadian women's history. While many
aspects of Canadian women's lives remain to be ex­
plored, such as women's sexuality, domestic and repro­
ductive work, their distinctive culture and how the
interaction of class and gender affected women, these
two issues of essays add greatly to our knowledge of
women's history.

It is particularly pleasing to note the diversity of the
authors, including as they do, practicing professional
historians, history students and those for whom
women's history represents a general rather than a
professional interest. Marta, who eagerly and success­
fully imparted her knowledge to a wide public, would
have been especially happy to see pieces written by this
latter group.

Another aspect of this collection which we believe
would have pleased Marta is its geographic represen­
tation. The articles included in both volumes, either
by geographic focus or by author location, are
representative of Canada from British Columbia to
Newfoundland.

We would especially like to thank Jeanne Maranda
for her assistance in obtaining French language contri­
butions. Everyone who contributed to this special issue
or who helped in any way can be proud of the result.
We know Marta would have been.
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Editor's Note: CWS/cf is delighted to acknawledge that Paula I they received for serving as Guest Editors ofour two "History"
Bourne, Gail Brandt and Jacinthe Fraser donated the honoraria issues to the Marta Danylewycz Memorial Fund.
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Ces deux numeros speciaux portant sur l'histoire
des femmes canadiennes sont dedies a la memoire
de Marta Danylewycz. Chere amie, collegue, et pro­
fesseure, elle est decedee tragiquement au debut
d'une carriere pleine de promesses. Une erudite
douee, elle etait chaleureuse et pleine de vivacite,
touchant le vie de beaucoup de personnes. L'excel­
lence et la vigueur caracterisaient ses activites
academiques et professionnelles. Comme l'ont ecrit
plusieurs historiennes du Quebec, au moment de sa
mort,

Ses recherches fouillees et innovatrices sur l'education des
filles, la famille et les communautes religieusesfeminines ont
nettement contribue aux progres recents de l'histoire des
femmes au Quebec, comme champ d'etude. En n'attaquant a
des secteurs de recherche peu ou mal explores jusque-la et en y
integrant une grille d'analyse feministe, elle a fait oeuvre de
pionniere a plusieurs points de vue. Elle etait tres sensibi­
lisee a la realite quebecoise, qu'elle connaissait bien par
ailleurs. Elle avait deja enseigne dans une ecole secondaire
de la region de Montreal.

Nombreux sont les articles qu'elle a publies dans des ouv­
rages collectifs et dans des revues specialisees du Quebec et
du Canada. EIle laisse aussi sur le chantier un livre dont elle
avait presque termine le manuscrit et qui etait une version
remaniee de sa these de doctorat: "Taking the Veil in Mon­
treal, 1840-1920: An Alternative to Marriage, Motherhood and
Spinsterhood. "

Tres active dans son milieu professionnel, elle aenrichi de sa
participation plusieurs colloques et reunions savantes: I'Insti­
tut d'histoire de I'Amerique franfaise, la Societe historique
du Canada, l'Institut canadien de recherche sur les femmes,
l'Association canadienne d'histoire de l'education, I'American
Historical Association, l'American Educational Research Asso­
ciation. Elle etait aussi membre du Comite canadien d'histoire
des femmes et a participe a un groupe de recherche· sur
I'histoire de l'education des filles au Quebec qui reunissait des
chercheuses de l'Universite du Quebec a Montreal et de
l'Universite de Sherbrooke. (Montreal, La Presse, le 29
mars 1985).

L'impact qu'elle a eu sur les recherches en histoire
sociale canadienne est d'autant plus remarquable etant
donne qu'elle etait d'origine americaine-ukrainienne,
entreprenant l'exploration de I'histoire de ce pays aux
etudes superieures. Ses antecedents ethniques l'ont,
en meme temps, muni d'une connaissance particu­
liere des minorites canadiennes.

En tant que redactrices invitees, ce fut un plaisir de
voir la reponse anotre appel pour des contributions, et
de savoir que Marta aurait ete toute aussi enthousias­
te. En effet, la quantite et la qualite des contributions
etait si grande que nous avons decide de publier deux
numeros plutot qu'un seul, comme nous avions plani­
fie a l'origine.

Ce premier numero comprend les themes suivants:
ecrire I'histoire des femmes; les contributions cul­
turelles des femmes; l'education, et le travail salarie.
Le deuxieme numero, qui paraitra plus tard cette
annee, concentrera sur l'immigration et l'etab}is­
sement; les activites d'organisations, la famille, I'Etat
et l'ordre social; et les experiences individuelles. Les
textes publies dans les deux numeros representent
des aspects de I'histoire des femmes canadiennes qui
formaient le centre d'interet des recherches de Marta ­
la religion, l'ethnicite, les reformes, le travail, l'educa­
tion et la famille. Ensemble ils demontrent la puissance,
le dynamisme et la legitimite de I'histoire des femmes
canadiennes. Bien que beaucoup d'aspects de la vie des
femmes canadiennes demeurent relativement inex­
plores - tels la sexualite des femmes, leur culture
.distincte, le travail domestique et la reproduction, et les
effets de l'interaction entre classe et sexe pour les fem-
mes - ces deux numeros ajoutent enormement anos
connaissances de I'histoire des femmes.

C'est un plaisir de constater la diversite des
auteur(e)s, panni lesquelOe)s se trouventdes histo­
rien(ne)s professionnel{le)s, des etudiantes en histoire,
et d'autres pour qui I'histoire des femmes represente
un interet general plutot qu'un interet profes­
sionnel. Marta, qui a transmis passion-nement, et avec
grand succes, ses connaissances aun public tres large,
aurait prit un plaisir tout special alire les textes ecrits
par ce dernier groupe.

Un autre aspect de cette collection qui aurait sans
doute pIu a Marta: la representation geographique.
Les articles compris dans les deux numeros, soit par
leur point de mire geographique ou par la situation
de l'auteure, sont representatifs du Canada, de la
Colombie britannique aTerre-Neuve.

Nous remercions specialement Jeanne Maranda
pour l'assistance qu'elle a pretee dans l'obtention des
contributions de langue fran~aise. Chaque personne
ayant contribue a ce numero special, ou noils ayant.
aide d'une fa~on ou d'une "autre, peut etre fier{e) du
resultat. Marta l'aurait sfuement ete.
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