
course. Those who did, however, were
encouraged to return to the training
school for help, advice and "refresher"
courses. A few remaining letters from
graduates indicate that some women did
return to visit or seek advice. Despite their
experiences of long hours of hard work,
these women tended to remember the
Home Service Training Schools fondly for
the chances they felt the schools offered
for the developmen,t of friendships
among young women, or because as
individuals, they had benefitted from the
care and concern of specific instructors
who had helped them achieve a sense of
confidence and self-assurance.

All told, however, a limited number of
women received training and went on to
work in domestic service. In 1938-39, for
example, eighteen schools were operating
in Canada, but only 1,561 young women
were given training. Less than half were
placed in employment and fully 409
women dropped the course part way
through. Of those actually placed in
domestic service, many stayed only until
something better came along - as it very
often did once Canada entered the war.

As with most of the work women do,

domestic service - despite the stated
aims of the initiators of Home Service
Training - never became a well-paid,
respected job with acceptable working
conditions. Instead, women chose work
opportunities that offered better wages
and working conditions, less supervision
of their personal lives and more chance
to work in an environment with other
women.

Ipublic Archives of Canada (hereafter
PAC), MG28, I ID, Vol. 13.

2Unless otherwise indicated, all quotes
come from PAC, Records of the
Department of Labour, Dominion­
Provincial Youth Training Programme,
RG 27. Specific citation provided on
request.

3Some comments have been drawn
from Ontario Archives, Dominion­
Provincial Youth Training Programme,
RG 7 XIV I, Box 2.
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history of childhood, youth and the family.
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Bertha Adkins (seated centre)
Credit: In Special Education Number and Annual Report of the Board of Education of the City of
St. Thomas, 1906.

among the household goods? Were these
sent to Winnipeg or discarded? If they
were sent to Winnipeg, did Emily Holcroft
treasure them and pass them to someone
else? Three sources of information seem
most hopeful: Holcroft's descendents,
Bertha's mother's family, and possiblyfor­
mer pupils, who may remember a dyna­
mic, inspiring teacher.
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Toronto, Ontario
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who won
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