
, WAR BRIDES ­
EPOUSES DE GUERRE

Darlene Abreu Fereira

Jacqueline Heit works at Sir Wilfrid Laurier
University in Waterloo. She is researching the
history ofCanadian war brides, research which
is rich in anecdotes. Darlene Abreu Fereira
provides us with a few of these.

Nous connaissons assez bien I'histoire
des hommes, mais celle des femmes reste
encore vague et souvent sous-estimee.
Cependant, il reste que la femme a joue
un role-de clans I'histoire canadienne et
Jacqueline Heit de Kitchener veut le
demontrer.

Jacqueline Heit travaille a I'Universite
Sir Wilfrid Laurier a Waterloo 011 elle est
adjointe administratrice. Grace a son
baccalaureat en histoire obtenu cette
annee, (en meme temps que son fils!)
elle a ete promue a l'executif de I'Uni­
versite. Sa vie lui semble en transition,
surtout a cause d'un travail de recherches
qui l'a entrainee dans un projet sans fin,
celui des "Epouses de guerre". C'est
dans un de ses cours d'histoire qu'elle
s'est interessee a ces femmes venues au
Canada apres la Deuxieme Guerre
mondiale.

Son interet date du temps 011 elle gar­
dait leurs enfants, mais maintenant elle
reconnait la valeur histonque et sodale de
sa recherche. Elle a interviewe dix-huit
femmes de la region de Waterloo et ses
rencontres l'ont a ce point "piquee"
qu'elle prevoit la necessite de pousser
plus loin ses recherches, jusqu'a Ottawa,
dans les archives, s'ille faut.

En 1945, a la fin de la guerre, 47 000
jeunes femmes arrivaient au Canada dont
plusieurs etaient des femmes de soldats.
Parmi celles qui sont venues a Kitchener,
Waterloo il y avait des femmes qui ne
parlaient pas la langue de leur nouvelle
famille, celles qui etaient separees de
leur mari depuis des mois, d'autres
enceintes ou deja meres; il y en avait
meme une qui etait deja veuve a
I'arrivee.

Les recherches de Jacqueline Heit sont
remplies d'anecdotes qui font sourire. ny
avait, par exemple, cette Anglaise qui a
rencontre son man au cours d'une soiree
dansante. Elle avait d'abord refuse de
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redanser avec lui parce qu'il lui avait
&rase les pieds. Sur ses instances, elle
accordait une deuxieme danse. Ce couple
a maintenant une soixantaine d'annees et
il a recemment gagne un concours
national de danse!

n yavait aussi le couple qui s'est mane
en Angleterre au moment 011 les Alle­
mands bombardaient le village. Un avion
a vole si bas que les maries ont vu le
visage du pilote; lui aussi d'ailleurs les a
vus. n aurait pu les tuer, mais il a fait
demi-tour! Une autre femme se rappelle
qu'illui a faUu attendre le 21.e anniversaire
de son fiance avant de I'epouser, car illui
faUait la permission ecrite de ses parents,
et pourtant il avait le "droit" de tuer
depuis qu'il avait 17 ans! Finalement , une
autre femme se rappelle avoir vu sa mere
courir le long du bateau jusqu'au bout du
quai lors de son depart pour le Canada.
Elle ne I'a jamais revue!

Jacqueline Heit cherche a interviewer
une "epouse de guerre" de la Grande
Guerre (1914-1918) ainsi qu'un "epoux de
guerre", un homme qui a epouse une
soldate canadienne en Angleterre, pour
completer sa documentation.

"Ce qui a commence comme un passe­
temps est devenu un projet de vie. L'ms­
toire de ma vie et celles des epouses de
guerre se melent" dit Jacqueline Heit.
Inutile de dire que Jacqueline reve de
publier un livre sur ces femmes qui font
partie de I'Histoire.

Darlene Abreu Fereira est etudiante en
Etudes de la femme al'Institut Simone de
Beauvoir de I'Universite Concordia.
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Now available!
Femmes: Images, modeles, Actes du colloque ICREF 84

Women: Images, Role-models, Proceedin'gs of the 1984 CRIAW
Conference

Prix/Price: $6.00 + $1.00 postage/frais de poste

Prepaid orders only from:/Commandes payees a I'avance de:

Twinkle Twinkle.
The stars are finished. The sky
closed down like late night

television.
We believe in the gift of guns.
Happy Birthday. Here's the one
your sister used to kill herself.

Or try.
We could have sold it but
we saved it for you.

USING THE STORIES
OF SISTERS

Heather Cadsby
Willowdale, Ontario

Thinking of you, sister, on
Valentine's Day
as I lie on this Red Cross cot
giving my blood. It could be

yours. Soon.
If someone tries tomake your

smile wobble.

And so it happens.A woman
shoots out the symbol on a
Rothman's pack
with her sister's .22. For starters.
A man tells her what she's done.
His words turn her. For now.

And me? What did I do? I'm
no Regan.

I never tripped you. I was
watching the hockey game.
You went out on a limb

of laughter.
Or stumbled over mother-

yanking-father-muttering.
Innocence is your problem.
I have my own concerns.
A man I trusted just grew

breasts.
My hand is closing in
on something that looks cold as

a ballpoint.
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______ REQUEST FOR NOMINATIONS _

The Elsie Gregory MacGill Memorial Award for 1987
The Elsie Gregory MacGill Memorial Foundation commemorates the life and achievements of this distinguished professional engineer
and leading figure in the arena of women's issues.

The second annual Elsie Gregory MacGill Memorial Award, consisting of $5,000 and a sculpture by Maryon Kantaroff, will be made by
the Foundation in May 1987.

Nominations are invited of Canadian citizens, resident in Canada, who meet the following conditions:

1. the person has made an exceptional contribution in the fields of education, science, technology, or relief of poverty by which the
public benefit was or will be served;

2. the person selected will use the funds:

i) to improve the physical environment or to provide equal opportunities for women or disabled persons, through a registered
charity;
or

ii) to support research concerned with engineering, applied sciences, or women's studies, through a Canadian university;
or

ill) to further her or his own post graduate education in engineering, applied sciences, or women's studies, at a Canadian
university.

Candidates must be proposed in writing by two or more persons not related to the nominee.

The letter of nomination should describe fully the way in which the achievement complies with condition 1) above, be accompanied by
supporting documents giving evidence of the work of the nominee, provide evidence that the funds awarded will be used as in part 2)
above, and include the nominee's full name and address, date of birth, citizenship, and occupation.

Nominations, including all supporting documentation, should be sent to the Elsie Gregory MacGill Memorial Award Selection
Committee, 30 Chelford Road, Don Mills, Ontario, M3B 2E5, and must be received by April 1, 1987.

The announcement of the Award will be made directly to the recipient during May 1987. At that time the recipient must agree to
publicly acknowledge receipt of the Award by allowing her or his name, achievements, and use of the Award to be published.

~ U N I V E R 5 I T E For more information, please call: Naomi Black11~ODK~ Advisor to the President
11 1~ on the Status ofWomen

""'O'~ U N I V E R 5 I T Y 736-5380
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my husband always tells me

that I've never fallen in love

and I've always believed my husband

so tonight when he came home from work

and found me staring into my breakfast coffee

and said what's wrong dear

and I said I've been dreaming about Mr. X

and he said oh you could never go for that bum

you've never even fallen in love

Ibelieved him because it was true

and he helped me up and took me to the

swiss chalet even though my knees were weak

and I ordered the light eaters plate but he said

you don't want that

you always have the hot chicken sandwich

and I believed him because it was true but

I couldn't even get my teeth into the diet tomato

and my husband said what's wrong dear and I said

my mouth is stuffed with the name of Mr. X

and he said oh you could never fall for that creep

you've never even been in love and I believed him

and he drove home and as we fell into bed

he told me to remember that I'd never fallen in love

and that I don't like changes

Heather Cadsby
Willowdale, Ontario
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