are above the age of sixty-five they don’t
do ordinary human things any more is, I
think, absolutely ridiculous. It’s one of
the big problems we have. She is looking
at someone who belongs nowhere. His
own daughter finds him a nuisance; she
only values him for his financial contribu-
tion. Maybe this is an extreme case, butin
a real sense I don’t think it is. Arachne’s
fascination with Josef is very much her
lack of knowledge. She doesn’t know
very much about life; she’s quite naive.

She’s fascinated because he comes from
Yugoslaviaand has been through the First
World War. At the same time she recog-
nizes that he is an outcast (as she is) and
that’s why she keeps going back to him,
talks to him and finally takes him out of
the home. And it bothers me not at all that
she had a sexual liason with a ninety year-
old man. It’s perfectly possible... I think
that complacency in readers is one of the
things that makes lazy readers, so I guess
I like to plunge them into something they

are not really sure about.

I am sure you have done so with
Arachne's adventures and the rather
metaphysical ending (which we haven’t
time to discuss).

I have enjoyed this interview and thank
you for discussing my work. Too often I
am asked personal questions.
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