
selves, have clamoured and lobbied and 
have prevailed. 

The organization of women in political 
interest groups has brought about the 
breakthrough we are celebrating today. 
There is a new awareness - and it is 
shared by men - of how women have 
been moulded by our culture into shapes 
that don't always fit them and assigned to 
roles they did not themselves choose. 
Awareness leads to action, and women 
organizing have forced society to a new 
understanding and have helped it to 
mend old laws and even to write new 
ones. We now have courses in women's 

studies, we have women's presses, we 
have hundreds of women writers. 
Women's lives are no longer so anony- 
mous but we are still mysterious, espe- 
cially to ourselves. And there is still no 
agreement among us as to how and in 
what way our art is women's art. Or in- 
deed how a feminist ideology can be the 
source of an art that is different from the 
art which is the product of a masculine 
ideology. How is it really feminine - 
biologically, linguistically, psychologi- 
cally, or culturally? Do we write differ- 
ently about the same subjects or only 
about different subjects, or both? 

I have no answer to these questions and 
I don't even think it's important to have an 
answer. It's only important that the ques- 
tion has been articulated and that we are 
all aware of it. Such awareness may not 
immediately change what we do or what 
we write or what we make, but it will 
certainly give us new energy with which 
to examine the past and a larger frame- 
work upon which to build the future. And 
the more knowledge we have, the more 
questions we ask, the more choices will be 
open to us. And choice, after all, is the 
essence and the epitome of freedom. 
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