
care but all of the other physical and 
emotional caretaking activities of the pri- 
vate sphere, and women must demand 
that they do so. I must admit that I expe- 
rience some deep misgivings as I write 
these words. I have a vision of nurseries 
all over the world being militaristically 
organized, children marching in and out 
of step, with their tiny rifles on their 
shoulders. However, Brock-Utne re- 
ported in her book on some work that has 
been completed in Sweden, not yet trans- 
lated into English, that provides encour- 
agement for men becoming involved in 
early childcare. 'Good' fathers were iden- 
tified, those who deeply cared for their 
children, respected their emerging per- 
sonalities and tried to understand them on 
their own terms. The researchers found 
that the single feature that was character- 
istic of the good fathers was that they had 
spent a considerable amount of time in 
caretaking with their children. This was 
usually not a matter of choice, but rather 
was forced by circumstances such as the 
father's unemployment or the mother's ill 
health. Whatever the reason, simply 
spending time nurturing children seemed 
to have a humanizing effect on these fa- 
thers and to cause them t become con- 
nected to their children in meaningful, 
responsible ways. 

In addition, we must move away from 
the distorted vision of proper 'masculin- 
ity' and 'femininity' for our children, and 
realize that itresults in truncated versions 
of humanity for both, especially boys - a 
version of humanity that inevitably leads 
to violence and war. The view must be 
altered that the proper developmental 
path for boys' self development is toward 
ever greater separation and individuation 
from others. Clearly, there are a variety of 
features of the female gender role de- 
velopment that must be altered as well, the 
most important one being to move from 
devaluing to prizing girls' developing 
skills in the areas of capacities to foster 
and value relationships and to care for 
others. 

The gender role socialization processes 
that lead to distorted visions of masculin- 
ity and femininity are firmly grounded in 
the traditional patriarchal family form. 
Fortunately, there are a variety of alterna- 
tives to the patriarchal family form that 
are being lived out today, e.g., single- 
parent families which usually means 
woman-headed, gay and lesbian couples 
some of whom are raising children, com- 
munal living arrangements and so on. We 
must give credence and encouragement to 
alternative family forms, as well as work- 
ing toward transformation of the tradi- 

tional one. 

'An earlier version of this paper was 
presented at the annual conference of the 
Canadian Psychological Association, 
June 1986. 

References 

Bernard, Jessie. (1974). The Future of 
Motherhood. New York: Penguin. 

Brock-Utne, Birgit. (1985). Educating 
for Peace: A Feminist Perspective. New 
York: Pergamon. 

Chodorow, Nancy. (1978). The Repro- 
duction of Mothering: Psychoanalysis 
and the Sociology of Gender. Berkeley, 
Calif.: University of California Press. 

Daly, Mary. (1978). Gynecology; the 
Me taethics ofRadical Feminism. Boston: 
Beacon Press. 

Dinnerstein, Dorothy. (1977). The 
Mermaid and the Minotaur. New York: 
Harper Colophon Books. 

Dobesh, R. Emerson and Dobesh, 
Russell. (1979) Violence against Wives. 
New York: Free Press. 

Easlea, Brian. (1983). Fathering the 
Unthinkable: Masculinity, Scientists, and 
the Nuclear Arms Race. London: Pluto 
Press. 

Gilligan, Carol. (1981). In a Differ- 
entvoice. Cambridge: Harvard Univer- 
sity Press. 

Greenglass, Esther. "A Social-psycho- 
logical View of Marriage for Women." 
Inaugural address to the Institute on 
Women, Section on Women and Psychol- 
ogy, C.P.A., Toronto, June 1981. 

Maccoby, Eleanor. (1980). Social De- 
velopment, Psychology, Growth and the 
Parent-child Relationship. New York 
Harcourt Brace Javonovich. 

Miller, Jean Baker. (1984). The De- 
velopment of Women's Sense of Self. 
The Stone Center Work in Progress Se- 
ries, No. 12. 

O'Brien, Mary. (1980). The Politics of 
Reproduction. London: Routledge- 
Kegan Paul. 

Oppenheimer's Testimony (1954). In 

the Matter of J .  Robert Oppenheimer. 
Washington: Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion. 

Reardon, Betty A. (1985). Sexism and 
the War System. New York: Teacher's 
College Press. 

Rich, Adrienne. (1978). Of Woman 
Born. New York: Bantam. 

Roberts, Barbara. "Peace Studies and 
the War against Women: A Survey of Re- 
search." Presented to the Canadian Peace 
Research and Education Association 
Annual Meeting, Univ. of Ottawa, June, 
1982. 

Roberts, Barbara. (1983). "No Safe 
Place: The War against Women." Our 
Generation, 15,7-26. 

Roberts, Barbara. "Ain't gonna study 
war no more: Feminist Approaches to 
Peacework." Presented in the Women 
and Peace Lecture Series, Univ. of 
Toronto, September, 1984. 

Surrey, Janet. (1984). The Self-in- 
Relation: A Theory of Women's Devel- 
opment. The Stone Center Work in Prog- 
ress series, No 84-02. 

Williams, T.M., Zabrack, M.L. and 
Harison, L.F. (1980). "Some Factors af- 
fecting Women's Participation in 
Canada." Canadian Psychology, 21, 97- 
108. 

VOLUME 8, NUMBER 4 85 




