are studied, researchers need to keep in
mind the diversity that exists within this
group. As Rubinstein (1987) reminds us,
cultural traditions, family orientations,
personalities and personal ambitions,
sexual preferences, and even demo-
graphic factors affect all elderly persons,
regardless of marital status.

One of the greatest needs that never-
married women have is for more formal
supports in later life. Although nearly all
of the women had accepted some in-
creasing dependence on others in their
current lives, it is unlikely that family and
friends could be relied upon for help inthe
event that more caregiving was needed in
the future. As is true elsewhere, such
support would not likely be forthcoming
(Johnson & Catalano, 1981). Even
though family traditions and ties in Prince
Edward Island are considered to be strong
and are still governed by such basic values
as family obligation and family loyalty,
these and other values are in a state of
transition. More than 7% of PEI’s elderly
live in government manors or private
nursing homes (P.E.l. Department of
Health and Social Services, 1981). Most
of these persons are never married, wid-
owed or divorced (Statistics Canada,
Minister of Supply and Services, 1981).

Perhaps more important is the attitude
of the women themselves. Only one
woman in this study mentioned the al-
ternative of moving in with relatives
which had been offered to herif she could
no longer live on her own. Her reasons for

rejecting this offer reflects the feelings of
many older persons — she wished to
maintain her independence which she
valued so highly. Independent living was
necessary for these women to maintain
their psychological integrity. For women
who have remained single, the mainte-
nance of personal dignity and positive
self-image in their later years consists in
retaining the kind of control over their
life-decisions which they have developed
and cherished over a lifetime.

I would like to thank Frances Piercey
and Olive Bryanton for their assistance
with interviews and data analysis.

References

Braito,R. and D. Anderson. “The Ever-
Single Elderly Woman.” In Older
Women: Issues and Prospects, edited by
E. Markson, pp. 195-225. Toronto: Lex-
ington Press, 1984,

Butler, R. and M. Lewis. Aging and
Mental Health: Positive Psychosocial and
Biomedical Approaches. St. Louis: C.V.
Mosby, 1982.

Edwards, M. and E. Hoover. The Chal-
lenge of Being Single in Old Age. Los
Angeles: J.P. Tarcher, 1974.

Gubrium, J.“Being Singlein Old Age.”
InTime,Roles and Selfin Old Age, edited
by J. Gubrium. New York: Human Sci-

ence Press, 1976.

Johnson, C. and D. Catalano. “Child-
less Elderly and Their Supports.” The
Gerontologist 21 (1981):610-618.

Kivett, V. and R. Leamner. “Perspec-
tives on the Childless Rural Elderly: A
Comparative Analysis.” The Gerontolo-
gist 20 (1980):708-716.

Towards Meeting the Needs of Senior
Citizens in P.EI. PEI Department of
Social Services: Charlottetown, 1981.

Rubinstein, R. “Never Married as So-
cial Type: Re-evaluating Some Images.”
The Gerontologist 27 (1987):108-113.

Spreitzer, E. and L. Riley. “Factors
Associated with Singlehood.” Journal of
Marriage and the Family 36 (1974):533-
542.

Statistics Canada. 1981 Census of
Canada. “Age, Sex and Marital Status.”

Statistics Canada (1981 Census). The
Elderly in Canada. Ottawa: Minister of
Supply and Services, April, 1984.

Stein, P. Single. Englewood Cliffs,
N.J.: Prentice Hall, 1976.

Ward, R. “Never Married in Later
Life.” Journal of Gerontology 34
(1979):861-869.

* Labour Relations

* Health & Safety

* Employment Standards
* Wrongful Dismissal

CORNISH & ASSOCIATES

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS
Practice Restricted to

EMPLOYMENT LAW

Advocacy and Consultation Services
to Employees and Unions

Mary Cornish Maureen Farson Nelson Roland

43 Madison Avenue, Toronto, Ontario, MSR 252
(416) 964-6556

* Pay Equity

* Human Rights

* Charter of Rights

* Sexual Harassment

 Word Flesh

LILIANE WELCH

’ Mommg writing in the spring llght £

crazy; thata pen -
should say, “I love you!”
to a white page,

“dreaming because the day is long

the house a quiet void
and the desk hot with stin
“that 8 line of letters
should flip their skirts =
to ﬂash slender lTegs on the empty street;
“Be-my-bride.”

Ink takes off its cl‘othes, '
paper glows.
On the mind’s shelf
, jars of honey
hardening to crystals of thought,
icons of word flesh -
on a breached pale wall,
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