work, and it is the experience of this
movement as a learning site that has
largely shaped my questions and com-
ments here. The women’s peace move-
ment (I include in my definition the
women’s global movement for peace,
equality and development) is well de-
scribed in thousands of articles, books,
and audiovisuals. For example, I have at-
tempted to describe and provide access to
itsresources in several published articles,
and special issues of History and Social
Science Teacher (Summer 1985) and A:-
lantis (Fall 1986). Important new books
have come out by Betty Reardon of
Teachers College, Columbia University,
and Birgit Brock-Utne of the Institute for
Educational Research at the University of
Oslo.

One of the strongest feminist critiques
of traditional knowledge and inquiry —
sometimes called mainstream knowledge
— is that they are decontextualized, and
the chopped off limbs of the whole crea-
ture are analyzed as if they were discrete
entities. If we uproot a plant from the soil
in which it grows, and by this I mean, for
example, if we decontextualize the per-
sonal from the political in our attempt to
gain knowledge about social trans-
formation, we end up with a dead plant,
not a viable organic system from which
we can learn.

Returning to my original not-just-rhe-
torical questions, I think that the kind of
learning we are after cannot concentrate
on intrapsychic interpersonal issues with-
out focussing also on the political and
community context in which these issues
are expressed and confronted. We need to
work on critical theory, conceptual re-
visioning, transformative political praxis
and personal practice, and a respect for
our own and others’ accountability and
competence, seeing these as part of a
whole.

We rightly are concerned with facili-
tating changes in the consciousness and
behaviour of individuals. But unless
people’s experience can be changed —
and by that I mean the possibilities for
experience, the cultural settings, the sites
of experience — we cannot expect new
consciousness and behaviour to be very
well rooted because they will be dissonant
with the setting and its rules and proc-
esses. And finally, I suggest we would do
well to avoid the trap of what Jean Bethke
Elshtain calls the “therapeutic class-
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room,” and the lure of focussing on pow-
erful processes and approaches such as
Joanna Macy’s and Interhelp’s despair
and empowerment work, or visioning a
peaceful world, or other attractive and to
a large extent well founded and effective
methods, to the exclusion of developing
as part of the same learning task a critical
understanding of the situated reality of
our lives and consciousness.
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