Does the new government speak as you do
about peace?”

“Yes, new government want good ties
with West. Diplomatic, and trade. With
America. With talk, understanding come,
t00.”

“When I go back,” Brad said slowly, “I
am going to speak to students and profes-
sors at the universities in California. I’'m
going to bring them my pictures of Viet
Nam. What can I say to them on your
behalf?”

“Say that time now is for talk. Ameri-
can and VietNam. Talk to no more fight.”

“Do you think you ever will visit
America?”

Lien laughed out loud, and held up one
hand in a ‘slow down’ gesture. “Say she
very much like, but she think no. More
maybe to Canada, if you help her.”

“Lien, do you have nay family left?” I
asked suddenly.

“Mrs. Vo Thi Lien have husband now,
and child.” Mr. Ho listened again. “She
ask where your family in Cana

I told her about growing up in Nova
Scotia with my sisters. She followed the
translation with a genuine interest that I
found painful: how could she care about
anyone’s family?

“All girl?” 1 said yes, and she smiled her
approval. “Mrs. Vo Thi Lien ask you
bring her best wish to your mother and sis-
ters.”

“I will, and I send my best wishes to her
family as well.”

Mr. Ho rose then, and insisted that we
start for the Marble Mountains before the
storm struck. We left by the back door,
Lien and I strolling hand in hand down the
drive. The silence between us was warm
and comfortable. At the car I tried once
more to convey the feelings I feared
would be lost in Mr. Ho’s translation.

“Lien, despite the past, I hope you and
your family will always be happy. And
you must remember that you are not alone
with your message! I'll help you in Can-
ada, and I'll look for you when I come
back to Viet Nam.”

“Say she find you when she come
Canada.” She waved from the guardhouse
as we drove off through the dreary
junkyards and gutted military bases that
surround Danang.

The US Army assigned new names to
Vietnamese settlements: the greater vil-
lage of Son My became My Lai; Lien’s
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hamlet of My Hoi became My Khe (2).
The hamlet known to us as My Lai (4) is
properly called Xom Lang or Thuan Yen
(the latter name means The Place To
Which Trouble Does Not Come).

The killings in My Hoi took place
about two hours after the initial massacre,
and involved a different company. No one
has ever been disciplined for this adjunct
to My Lai.

3Women’s active role in the Vietnam-
ese military dates to 39 AD, when the
Trung sisters led a rebellion against Chi-
nese occupiers. All-female guerilla units
fought throughout the country in the
American war. The most powerful
woman was a peasant, Nguyen Thi Dinh,
a commanding general in the National
Liberation Army.

“A reform-oriented Politburo (includ-
ing Nguyen Thi Binh, the woman leader
of the NLA delegation to the 1968 Paris
Peace Talks) has made radical economic
and foreign policy changes since the Sixth
Communist Party Congress in December,
1986. We benefited when Brad received
the first unsponsored tourist visa ever is-
sued to an American.

Marilyn Garson, a freelance writer
based in Toronto, is writing a book on
post-war Indochina. She crossed Viet
Nam last spring during a year-long back-
packing trip, shelving the misconceptions
of years of secondary-source study.
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