due to the civil war conditions).

Luxmi and her family live in a three-
and-a-half [room apartment] and are pay-
ing $350.00 (excluding heat and water).
When asked about the problems with
housing, she mentioned cost, inadequate
security, and communication problems
with the janitor,

Luxmi and her husband want to stay in
Montreal atleast until their Refugee Claim
is accepted. Luxmi’s husband even re-
grets having to abandon his job on the
ship, as he had completed five years of
service and believes that he would have
become the 3rd Engineer. Both husband
and wife are very keen to educate their
children. Luxmi’s two brothers and her
father are well-known musicians in Sri-
LankaandWestGermany Shehasdreams

of training her sons in the same line.

Luxmi first heard of Canada when she
heard others in the village talk of it as the
country where many SriLankans have
sought and found refuge. She had heard
thatCanada was safe and SriLankans need
not fear being sent back. They had been
wamed that finding jobs would not be
easy in Canada, but had made the decision
to move in order to have a haven from
fear, persecution and discrimination.
Luxmi still feels that their expectations
have been fulfilled. Even though she has
to struggle in a new country where the
languages spoken alienate her further, the
future seems bright because her children
will be safe and have an opportunity to
gain a good education and lead a life free
from persecution.
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Determined to provide a better future
for their children in Canada, hoping to
help family members who are in Srilanka
have a chance to resettle in Canada, and
somewhat resigned to the cultural roles
assigned to them, the ten Tamil women I
interviewed seem to face the future with
mixed feelings — hope, determination
and fatalism. The long-term effects of
living and working in a country so differ-
ent from their own, with its different cul-
tural mix and social norms, on the rela-
tionship between husband and wife, be-
tween parents and children and on the
attitndes and values that influence rela-
tionships, are unknown. This causes them
profound concern and anxiety.
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