adults unrelated by blood or marriage, or
prohibit working out of one’s home.
WITCH has no prescribed formulas for
feminist housing models. In encouraging
feminist approaches to housing in all
aspects of the industry, WITCH members
haverelied on dialogue, that is, discussing
each other’s ideas and continually apply-
ing them to changing housing require-
ments and resource management to en-
sure that women’s needs are met. For
example, a woman planner was having
difficulty defining a feminist kitchen to
her skeptical colleagues. She discussed

her ideas with supportive WITCH mem-
bers, who assisted her in clarifying the
concept. In this way, feminist ideas about
housing are integrated into a political
process involving and encouraging diver-
sity.

Summary

Housing options have often played a role
in the social control of women construct-
ing women’s social and economic depen-
dencies. WITCH, as a very young organi-
zation, has responded to the historical

problem of the socio-economic exclusion
and segregation of women in the develop-
ment of housing and communities.
Through WITCH’s organizational pro-
cess women have managed to contextual-
ize and support the values developed at its
October 1988 workshop. In this way, the
process, content and opportunities for
housing initiatives have been shaped and
re-shaped to empower women through
housing.

! Summary minutes of the October 26,
1988 WITCH workshop.

Global Women and Shelter Network

A plan of action on women and shelter was launched by
NGOs at the New Delhi meeting of Habitat International
Coalition (HIC) in April 1988. The women’s plan of action
calls for the setting up of a global Women and Shelter Network
to build up regional and sub-regional focal points that can
represent the shelter interests of women in community-based
organizations worldwide.
Activities to implement the plan include:
1. Producing a newsletter to disseminate information from
and to grass-roots groups in the network.
2. Promoting local, national, regional and inter-regional
meetings and exchanges.
3. Helping to collect and disseminate information about:
* women’s access to land,
* the effects on national development of women’s lack
of access to adequate shelter and services,
* methods of organizing women around shelter issues,
such as the study circle method.
4. Campaigning for better data on women, and promoting
knowledge on women and shelter through public
information, and materials for donors and governments.

The Group met again in Stockholm in December 1988, to
begin to work out the process by which the Group will
eventually transform itself into a truly representative body —
representing regions and sub-regions adequately, and repre-
senting community-based organizations’ interests. This will
take place through expansion of the network, building up focal
points and generating a participatory dialogue on the impor-
tant women and shelter issues for each region and sub-region,
through whatever forms of exchange suit the local situation.

If you would like to participate in the process, write to
‘Women and Shelter Network, c/o NAC Housing Committee,
344 Bloor Street West, Suite 505, Toronto, Ontario M5S 1W9
or to Women and Shelter Network, P.O. Box 14564, Nairobi,
Kenya.

Réseau du Groupe “La femme et I' Habitat” de la CIH | HIC
Women and Shelter Network Newsletter, No. 1, Nov., 1989,

Le Réseau du groupe “La Femme et I’habitat”

nplan d’action sur la femme et 1’habitat a été lancé 4 la réunion

de la Coalition Internationale pour 1’'Habitat tenue 4 New Delhi
en avril 1988. Le plan d’action des femmes demande qu’un Réseau
mondial, “La Femme et I’habitat”, soit créé a fin de mettre en place
des points focaux régionaux et sous-régionaux pour représenter les
intéréts de la fermme dans les organisations 4 base communautaire a
travers le monde.

Les activités concernant la mise en application du plan com-
prennent:

1. Laproduction d’un bulletin pour disséminer 1'information prove-
nant de la base et  I’intention de celle-ci dans le réseau.

2. La promotion des réunions et des échanges aux niveau local,
national, régional et inter-régional.

3. La production et la distribution de I'information concernant:

* le droit de la femme d’acquérir une terre,

» les effets de 1'inexistence du droit de la femme a un logement et

aux services de base adéquats sur le développement national,

» méthodes pour organiser les femmes de fagon i les sensibiliser

aux problémes de I'habitat, telles que la méthode de groupes

d’émde.
4. La éstablissement d’une campagne pour obtenir des données
correctes sur les femmes, et promouvoir la connaissance des
problémes concernant la femme et 1’habitat par le canal de
I'information du public, et des matériaux provenant des donateurs et
des gouvernements.

Le groupe s’est de nouveau réuni i Stockholm en décembre 1988,
pour commencer A mettre au point le processus par lequel le groupe
pourra éventuellement se transformer en un organisme réellement
représentatif — représentant les régions et les sous-régions de fagon
adéquate, et représentant les intéréts des organisations 4 base com-
munautaire. Cela est possible a travers 1’expansion du réseau, la
création de points focaux et d'un dialogue sur les problémes impor-
tants concemant la femme et 1'habitat dans chaque région et sous-
région en tenant compte de formes d’échange appropriées 2 la
situation locale.

Voulez-vous participer dans le processus? Ecrivez a: La Femme
et I’habitat, aux bons soins de NAC Housing Committee, 344 rue
Bloor ouest, bureau 505, Toronto, Ontaric M58 1W9 ou &
La Femme et I’habitat, B.P. Box 14564, Nairobi, Kenya.
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